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Contributions  We  regret  to  say  that  the  contributions  for  our  regular 
FOR  THE  Month,  pledged  work  have  diminished  in  the  last  month.  From 
December  i8th  to  January  iSth  our  Treasurer  received  for  regular  work 
$6,366.84,  less  by  $3,808.16  than  last  year's  corresponding  month,  so  that 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  our  regular  gifts  are  $3,007.27  less 
than  in  the  same  time  last  year;  We  must  all  be  doing  our  best  every 
month  in  the  year  to  secure  the  $120,000  by  October, 

Missionaries  A  letter  from  Bombay  tells  of  the  safe  arrival  at  that  port, 
Welcomed.  on  December  20tli,  of  the  missionaries  who  sailed  from  New 
York,  November  14th.  Dr.  Rol>ert  Hume  came  from  Ahmednagar  to  wel- 
come his  two  daughters.  Dr.  Ruth  Hume  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Hume  Lee, 
and  we  may  be  sure  that  Mr.  Lee  and  Miss  Campbell,  Dr.  Hume's  as|j|g:- 
ant,  were  not  left  without  a  welcome.  Miss  ALarv  Noves  reached  Madura, 
November  14th,  and  her  sister,  Miss  Bessie  Noyes,  writes:  "The  teachers 
and  girls  were  wild  with  joy  over  her  coming.  The  teachers  and  mission- 
aries living  in  or  near  ^Ladura  went  to  the  station  to  meet  her,  and  we  were 
escorted  to  the  house  by  a  native  band.  At  tlie  church  near  our  compound 
we  found  all  the  girls  standing  in  two  rows,  between  which  we  passed  into 
the  church.  One  of  the  girls  put  a  garland  around  Mary's  neck,  and  the 
others  showered  her  vv^ith  chrysanthemum  petals  as  she  passed.  A  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  for  her  safe  arrival  was  offered  in  the  church,  and  then  the 
band,  followed  by  the  long  line  of  girls,  escorted  us  home."  Such  welcomes 
should  give  the  workers  courage  to  begin  their  hard  u  ork  with  brave  hearts. 

Visit  to  A  few  years  ago  several  students  at  Yale,  who  had 

THE  Yale  Mission,  grown  into  near  sympathy  during  their  college  life, 
resolved  to  continue  their  comradeship  in  missionarv  service,  and  they 
have  established  a  mission  in  the  province  of  Hunan  in  China.    Mr.  H.  P. 
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Beach,  formerly  a  worker  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  in  China,  has  just  gone 
with  his  wife  to  visit  and  advise  this  new  undertaking,  and  this  letter  of 
farewell  from  Mrs.  Beach  to  the  ladies  at  our  Board  Rooms  explains  itself: 
"  We  sail  on  Saturday,  the  33d,  by  the  North  German  Lloyd  line  direct  to 
Naples,  and  there  make  close  connections  for  Columbo.  From  there  we 
go  up  into  India  for  from  two  to  four  weeks,  and  then  on  to  China.  The 
trip  up  the  Yangtze  into  the  interior  of  Hunan  will  be  full  of  interest  to  us 
both.  We  shall  take  a  flying  trip  to  tlie  north  to  see  our  old  home  and 
friends,  and  return  b}^  way  of  Japan  probably.  It  is  a  trip  full  of  oppor- 
tunity for  seeing  and  hearing,  and  I  hope  earnestly  may  bring  to  us  what 
may  do  good  to  others  when  we  return.  But  above  all  we  long  to  have 
something  telling  accomplished  for  the  kingdom  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  and  crave  the  prayers  of  all  those  especially  who  are  working  for  the 
better  day  there.  Remember  us  in  the  Friday  meetings,  will  you  not,  and 
often  at  other  times  as  well.  May  something  of  the  very  life  and  spirit  of 
Christ  go  with  us  wherever  v/e  go." 

The  Industrial  Missions  The  Outlook  tells  of  the  new  society  with  this 
Association  of  America,  name  that  promises  to  do  a  most  helpful  work, 
supplementing  that  of  the  present  missionary  force.  In  everv  land  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  must  gain  their  livelihood  by  manual  labor,  and 
where  this  is  despised  the  task  of  training  men  to  their  best  manhood  is 
doubly  hard.  In  time  of  famine,  too,  and  special  need,  the  missionaries 
find  that  the  problems  of  poverty  and  want  are  quite  as  pressing  as  those  of 
igliorance,  disease  and  immorality.  So  the  workers  of  many  societies,  our 
own  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  in  Africa  and  India  specially,  have  founded  schools  for 
manual  and  industrial  training.  This  new  society  will  send  out  men  trained 
iind  expert  in  different  branches,  and  hopes  that  its  work  may  soon  be  self- 
supporting.  Their  headquarters  are  at  105  East  Twenty-second  Street,  New 
York,  and  already  missionary  merchandise  is  on  sale. 

Picture  Card  The  demand  for  picture  cards  upon  the  foreign  field  is 
Mission.  continuous  and  practically  unlimited.  Especially  is  this 
true  with  regard  to  cards  that  illustrate  the  Sunday  school  lessons.  We  have 
received  a  very  generous  offer  of  large  supplies  from  the  Providence  Litho- 
graph Company.  This  we  have  most  gladly  accepted.  The  cost  of  ship- 
ping these  cards  must  be  met  in  some  way.  Can  any  who  read  this  paragraph 
help  us  answer  the  question  hov\^  this  shall  be  done.'*  Surely  nothing  should 
be  drawn  from  regular  funds  of  the  Board  for  this  purpose.  Small  contribu- 
tions will  be  thankfully  received  from  those  who  appreciate  the  value  of  this 
opportunity  for  scattering  the  seeds  of  gospel  truth  tlirough  wide  areas 
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where  the  missionary's  voice  cannot  reach,  providing  it  is  realized  that 
such  gifts  must  in  no  case  divert  funds  that  would  otherwise  go  to  the  regu- 
lar work  of  the  Board.  The  efforts  of  the  children  in  saving  and  collecting 
Sunday  school  cards  will  be  as  much  needed  as  ever.  Their  contributions 
of  cards  should  be  sent  to  us,  express  prepaid,  or  they  can  be  mailed  directly 
to  the  missionaries,  whose  addresses  w'ill  be  furnished  on  application  for  this 
purpose. 

Thanksgiving  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  will  celebrate  its 
FOR  THE  Bible,  hundredth  birthday  on  March  6,  1904.  They  ask  the 
Christian  world  to  join  in  commemoration  by  special  thanksgiving  on  that 
day  for  the  blessings  conferred  on  humanity  by  the  free  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  in  the  vernacular  languages.  Meetings  have  been  arranged  for  that 
day  in  all  parts  of  Christendom,  King  Edward  and  Qiieen  Alexandra  prom- 
ising to  attend  the  service  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London.  If  we  pause  to 
think  how  truly  all  that  makes  life  good  to  us  comes  from  the  truth  the  Bible 
brings  into  our  lives,  we  must  join  with  all  our  heart  in  giving  thanks  that 
we  have  it  and  in  resolve  to  share  it  with  all  men  everywdiere. 

Manchuria.  We  read  with  slight  interest  of  Russia  reaching  out  to  take 
Manchuria  permanently  into  her  power,  as  if  it  were  some  small  unimportant 
province.  We  do  not  realize  that  Manchuria  is  as  large  in  area  as  all  New 
England,  with  all  our  Middle  States,  with  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Michigan.  Moreover,  it  so  commands  China  by  its  situation 
that  whoever  holds  Manchuria  is  easily  master  of  Ciiina.  If  Korea  be  added 
to  Manchuria  all  Eastern  Asia  lies  within  easy  grasp  of  Russia  when  she 
chooses  to  reach  out  her  hand  to  take.  Whoever  loves  China  must  watch 
anxiously  the  march  of  events  in  the  far  East  day  by  day. 

The  Thibet  The  land  of  Thibet  in  Central  Asia,  "  the  roof  of  the 
Mission.  world,"  has  so  far  been  shut,  almost  hermetically  sealed, 
against  all  outsiders.  Very  few  travelers  have  visited  the  country,  and  none 
of  these  have  penetrated  to  Lhasa,  the  capital,  and  the  center  of  their  reli- 
gion. Now  it  grows  plain  that  Russia  has  designs  on  this  lofty  region,  and 
the  diplomats  of  Great  Britain  feel  that  to  allow  her  to  obtain  the  rule  there 
would  be  to  the  peril  of  their  own  possessions  in  Asia.  So  Lord  Curzon, 
viceroy  of  India,  is  sending  a  "  mission"  to  Thibet,  ostensibly  for  commercial 
reasons,  but  with  strong  military  force  to  support  it.  No  nation  can  be  left 
to  itself  in  these  days  of  exploration  and  possession.  Where  trade  and 
armies  go  the  pure  gospel  must  go  also.  We  must  be  ready  to  bear  our  part 
when  Providence  opens  the  door. 
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Light  for  the  Dark        We  read  that  the  railway  planned  b}'  Cecil  Rhodes 
Continent.  will  probably  reach  the  Victoria  Falls  on  the  Zam- 

besi in  three  months.  Not  many  years  will  pass  ere  one  will  be  able  to  go 
from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  comfortable  trains. 
When  cars  and  steamers  penetrate  the  iieart  of  Africa  may  they  carry  only 
blessing.  Surely,  then  the  slave  trade  which  Livingstone  called  the  "open 
sore  of  the  world"  will  be  done  away,  and  such  cruelties  as  those  that  have 
disgraced  the  Congo  Free  State  will  be  impossible. 

Interdenominational        Representatives  of  Woman's  Boards  of  Foreign 
Conference.  ^Missions  in  the  United   States  and   Canada  met  in 

conference  in  New  York  City  January  13th  and  14th  at  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Baptist  Church,  West  46th  Street.  The  very  natural  feeling  that  the  only 
occasion  for  such  a  conference  was  to  furnish  an  opportunity  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  Board  interests  and  problems  found  expression  in  the  first  paper 
given,  "  The  Object  and  Scope  of  this  Conference,"  by  Mrs.  D.  J.  Burrell. 
All  papers  and  addresses  were  merely  introductory  to  the  discussions,  which 
were  the  chief  business  of  the  sessions.  The  relation  of  the  World's  Com- 
mittee to  the  Conference  was  discussed  by  Mrs.  Judson  Smith,  who  has 
recently  been  appointed  by  tiie  Executive  Committee  of  the  W^oman's  Board 
of  Missions  to  fill  the  vacanc\'  upon  the  World's  Committee  caused  by  the 
death  of  Miss  Child.  Representatives  of  six  Woman's  Boaids  explained 
their  relation  to  the  general  Boards  of  their  denominations,  and  others  were 
called  upon  to  discuss  these  relations  and  to  tlirow  additional  light  upon  the 
subject  from  their  experience.  Mrs.  Alonzo  Pettit  (Baptist)  vividly  set 
forth  the  disadvantages  of  working  for  special  objects,  thus  centering  one's 
interest  upon  a  certain  part  of  the  field  ;  and  ad\'Ocated  a  plan  she  has  put 
into  successful  operation  in  her  state  (^New  Jersey)  whereby  all  contributors 
aie  asked  to  give  to  the  wliole  work,  a  percentage  of  every  dollar  to  go  to 
each  field  and  for  cost  of  administration.  The  Wednesday  afternoon  session 
was  made  memorable  by  an  address  from  Miss  S.  D.  Doremus  on  "  Prob- 
lems and  Methods  in  Foreign  Fields,"  followed  by  a  valuable  one  upon  the 
same  subject  by  Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons.  Both  these  ladies  having  traveled 
extensively  through  foreign  missionary  fields  for  the  purpose  of  making 
close  acquaintance  with  the  work,  were  qualified  to  speak  with  authority 
upon  the  subject  assigned  them.  Not  stopping  to  dwell  upon  the  most 
evident  of  tiie  difficulties  met  by  the  work  abroad.  Miss  Doremus  called 
special  attention  to  first,  the  inevitable  comparison  between  Eurasian  and 
missionary  teachers;  second,  the  problem  of  self-support  for  native  women  ; 
third,  tlie  variation  in  salaries  of  native  workers  as  paid  by  different  Boards; 
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fourth,  promiscuous  hospitality;  fifth,  the  adjustment  of  fresh  reinforce- 
ments ;  sixth,  the  tendency  to  conform  to  the  social  life  of  foreign  residents  ; 
seventh,  the  infringement  of  the  Sabbath  ;  eighth,  the  indifference  of  tourists. 
Sectional  meetings  for  home  and  foreign  secretaries,  for  treasurers,  on 
work  for  young  people  and  children  and  on  literature,  filled  the  morning  of 
Thursday.  The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  United 
Study  of  Missions.  Mrs.  N.  M.  Waterbury  gave  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee who  have  so  efiiciently  worked  out  the  plan  of  United  Study,  and 
Miss  Louise  Manning  Hodgkins  spoke  upon  the  most  efficient  method  of 
enlisting  in  it  the  women  who  are  unused  to  studv.  Unfinished  business 
followed,  and  included  a  decision  to  hold  this  Conference  in  future  once  in 
two  years.  A  proposition  that  a  summer  school  be  held  for  the  training 
of  workers  in  Woman's  Boards  received  consideration,  and  was  referred  to 
committee  to  be  composed  of  representatives  of  the  various  Boards.  The 
busy  workers  separated,  feeling  strongly  the  benefit  of  the  hours  spent  in 
conference.  k.  g.  l. 

Our  Lp:aflets.  We  call  attention  to  the  new  Catalogue  of  Leaflets  and 
Booklets.  Arranged  topically,  we  think  it  will  be  of  better  service  to  those 
who  wish  to  order.  "Children's  Work  in  the  Marathi  Mission,"  by  Rev. 
Robert  A.  Hume,  D.D.,  is  a  new  issue,  combining  the  former  leaflets  on 
Industrial  Work  and  Village  Schools. 


Tl^e  Pastozs,  Preachezs,  and  TeacJ^ezs 
of  the  Foochow  iMission 

BY  REV.  W.  L.  BEARD,  FOOCHOW 

HESE  workers  are  our  co-laborers.  They  are  working  in  the 
same  field — the  world.  They  are  called  and  commissioned  by 
the  same  Lord.  They  have  the  same  solicitous  care  for  the 
growth  and  welfare  of  the  church  in  Foochow  and  in  China 
that  the  pastors  in  any  state  here  at  home  have  for  the  growth 
and  welfare  of  the  church  in  their  own  commonwealth  and  in  the  country. 
They  are  not,  as  they  are  sometimes  called,  "native  helpers."  They  are  the 
leaders  of  the  Christian  church  in  their  own  land.  The  character  of  the 
church  in  Foochow  depends  on  the  character  of  these  men  and  women. 
Their  task  is  that  of  directing  a  Christian  church  in  the  midst  of  a  heathen 
community,  whose  laws  and  customs  are  the  result  of  generations  of  idolatry, 
and  whose  officials  worsliip  only  gods  made  with  men's  hands. 
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From  the  force  of  circumstances  these  workers  need  the  assistance  and  the 
counsel  of  the  missionaries  in  directing  the  growth  of  the  Chinese  church. 
Most  of  them  became  Christians  after  they  were  adults,  and  the  questions 
which  we  in  America  have  met  in  our  church  work  from  our  youth  did  not 
come  to  tliem  until  they  were  past  thirty  years  of  age.  Again,  an  American 
pastor  writes  his  sermons  in  a  study,  the  walls  of  which  are  hidden  witli 
books.  The  public  library  gives  to  him  the  learning  of  the  world.  A 
Foochow  pastor  considers  himself  rich  if  he  possesses  as  many  books  as  he 
could  carrv  on  one  shoulder. 


NATIVE  PREACHERS  AND  THEIR  WIVES,   FOOCHOW  SUBURBS 

But  although  these  workers  do  not  possess  the  wealth  of  accumulated  in- 
formation, study,  and  experience  of  Christian  generations,  and  although 
their  own  books  are  few,  yet  there  are  three  sources  at  their  command  from 
which  they  derive  power  and  strength  for  their  work  :  — 

I.  Tliere  is  direct  contact  with  God's  Holy  Spirit.  Among  others  who 
know  this  power  are  Pastor  len  and  Pastor  Diong  of  Shaowu,  Pastors  Ling 
Gaik  Nok  of  Ing  Hok,  Ding  Long  Go  of  Foochow  suburbs  (see  frontispiece), 
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and  Ding  Cung  Sieng  of  Diong  Loh  ;  Preachers  Ling  Nik  Huak  of  Gak 
Liang,  Ling  Seng  Gang  of  Foochow  suburbs,  Ding  I  Chin  of  Ing  Hok. 
Pastor  Ling  Nik  Sing,  of  Foochow  city,  called  to  the  higher  service  three 
years  ago,  will  always  live  in  the  minds  of  those  who  knew  him  as  a  man 
who  dwelt  in  God's  presence,  ^li  Ding,  one  hundred  miles  up  in  the 
country  from  Foochow,  accused  of  being  a  "  foreigner,"  the  pioneer  in 
work  among  women  at  Sung  Kan,  Ing  Hok,  is  patient,  cheerful,  and 
hopeful  in  the  midst  of  tvials  and  persecutions.  She  knows  how  to  talk 
with  God  so  as  to  draw  strength  from  him. 

2.  These  workers  have  much 
experience  gained  from  contact 
with  men  in  the  practical  affairs 
of  life.  This  gives  them  a 
knowledge  of  men  which  is 
invaluable  in  solving  the  various 
problems  that  confront  the  Foo- 
chow church.  Many  of  these 
men  were  engaged  in  business 
before  they  studied  for  the 
ministry.  This  gives  them  the 
business  man's  grasp  of  the 
situation,  and  recommends  them 
to  the  business  men  of  the 
community. 

3.  These  workers  use  to  the 
full  the  few  Christian  books 
which  they  possess,  and  the 
meager  training  which  they  have  received.  In  conversation  with  Pastor 
Diong,  of  Shaowu,  one  year  ago,  he  told  me  that  in  1900,  when  all  foreign 
buildings  and  the  houses  of  pastors  and  Christians  were  looted  in  Shaowu, 
he  lost  nearly  all.  But  the  loss  which  he  felt  most  severely  was  his 
Chinese  Testament,  on  the  margin  of  which  he  had  written  the  explana- 
tion of  various  passages  as  he  had  heard  them  from  the  missionaries.  He 
could  buy  a  new  coat,  but  could  never  replace  that  Testament.  Pastor  Ding 
Long  Go,  of  Foochow  suburbs,  is  the  theologian  of  the  mission.  His 
Chinese  Bible  is  full  of  marginal  notes  and  explanations  which  he  has 
heard  from  different  missionaries  ;  and  most  of  these  are  written  in  his 
memory  also.  Preacher  Uong  Cu  Bui,  of  Ing  Hok,  has  the  more  familiar 
portions  of  Scripture  memorized  with  the  book,  chapter  and  verse. 
During  the  tliird  year  of  his  preparation  for  the  ministry  he  was  my  piu^^il- 


PREACHER  UOXG   CU   BAI   AND   FAMILY,   OF  SUXG 
KAN,  ING-HOK 


104 


Life  and  Light 


S^March 


He  never  failed  to  locate  and  repeat  a  verse  of  Scripture  when  given  the 
meaning  of  the  verse.  I  have  seen  him  spend  half  an  hour  with  an  inquirer 
showing  how  the  piophecies  of  the  Old  Testament  were  fulfilled  in  the  New 
Testament,  turning  from  one  passage  to  another  with  no  mistake  and  with- 
out hesitancy. 

These  men  are  widely  known  in  the  Chinese  communities  and  districts  in 
which  they  live  and  work.  There  are  few  villages  in  the  Ing  Hok  station — 
seventy  miles  long  and  thirty  miles  wide — that  do  not  know  Pastors  Ding 

Long  Go  and  Ciong  Glngr  Benof. 
These  meti  have  each  worked 
in  this  station  for  twenty-five 
years.  It  would  astonish  an 
American  pastor  to  walk 
through  the  Shaowu  district — 
in  area  larger  than  the  states  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont 
combined — with  Pastor  Diong, 
and  see  the  number  of  his  ac- 
quaintances in  all  parts  of  the 
field.  In  many  of  the  country 
villages  the  preacher  writes  and 
reads  the  letters  for  many  of 
the  villagers,  both  Christian 
and  heathen.  These  men  are 
respectfully  called  "teacher" 
(Sing  Sang)  by  practically  all 
who  know  them. 

The  teachers  of  the  Foochow 
Mission  are  influencing  directly 
2,518  boys  and  girls  in  the  da}'  schools,  older  pupils  in  the  intermediate  board- 
ing schools,  and  young  men  and  yoimg  women  in  the  two  colleges,  and  young 
men  in  the  two  theological  seminaries.  Many  of  the  preachers  have  had 
excellent  training  for  their  church  work  as  teachers  in  day  schools  for  several 
years  before  taking  up  the  work  as  preachers.  Two  thousand  and  seventy- 
six  boys  and  girls  in  one  hundred  and  four  day  schools  are  receiving  a  pri- 
mary education  in  a  Christian  atmosphere.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
estimate  the  force  which  these  one  hundred  and  four  teachers  are  exerting 
against  superstition  and  idolatry,  and  for  Christianity.  In  the  boarding 
schools  and  colleges  and  seminaries  each  teacher  is  multiplying  his  own  life 
through  his  influence  on  the  students  under  him,  many  of  whom  are  them- 
selves becoming  Christian  teachers  and  preachers. 


MRS.  CIO  LANG,  A  VILLAGE  TEACHER,  AND  HUSBAND 
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Cio  Lang,  in  a  small  village  twenty  miles  down  the  river  from  Foochovv, 
is  living  to-day,  although  she  entered  the  heavenly  life  two  years  ago,  in  the 
girls  whom  she  influenced  for  several  years  in  that  little  boarding  school  in 
a  small  village,  which  was  supported  by  the  Christian  Chinese  women  of 
the  Foochow  Mission  . 

Mr.  Ding  Ming  Nong,  as  first  assistant  teacher  in  the  Foochow  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  is  working  in  thiity  different  chapels  in  the  field  of  the 
Foochow  Mission  through  the  young  men,  now  preachers,  who  have  sat 
under  his  instruction,  and  have  received  the  impress  of  his  deep  spiritual 
life.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Ding  Long  Go,  and  stands  at  the  left  in  the  rear 
of  the  Ding  family  picture  (see  frontispiece).  Except  the  youngest  son,  who 
is  still  in  school,  each  son  and  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Ding  has  served 
or  is  serving  as  preacher  or  teacher. 

Mr.  Ding  Kai  Ceng  graduated  from  the  Foochow  College  in  1896.  He 
has  been  a  very  useful  teacher  in  the  institution  since  that  time,  making 
himself  almost  invaluable  in  the  class  room,  and  exerting  a  powerful  influ- 
ence for  true  Christian  manhood  amongr  the  bovs  and  vounsf  men. 

In  the  reconstruction  of  that  great  empire  these  men  and  women  are  a 
force  which  is  overcoming  and  driving  out  superstition  and  idolatry  and  the 
hatred  of  that  which  is  foreign,  and  which  at  the  same  time  is  bringing  in 
and  building  up  a  national  character  with  Jesus  Christ  as  the  foundation. 

The  work  of  evangelizing  China  must  be  done  by  these  workers,  rather 
than  by  the  missionaries.  You  pray  for  the  missionaries  ;  pray  equally  for 
the  Chinese  pastors,  preachers,  and  teachers. 


Christian  Literature  in  Chiina 

BY   II.  L. 

"  heathen  Chinee  "  is  not  in  all  wavs  a  heatlien.  He  has 
his  own  philosophy,  his  religion,  three  of  them  all  at  once  per- 
haps, his  code  of  morals,  from  which  we  might  well  learn  im- 
portant virtues,  and  his  literature.  Indeed,  hardly  any  nation. 
East  or  West,  gives  higher  honor  to  learning  and  to  letters  than 
does  China.  While  our  own  forefathers  were  still  savages  in  the  forests  of 
Britain,  the  Chinese  had  a  considerable  literature,  and  were  eminent  among 
their  neighbors  for  learning.  Greatly  to  their  honor  the  books  in  highest 
esteem  among  them  are  notably  pure,  no  classic  needing  to  be  expurgated, 
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not  one  phrase  that  could  raise  a  blush,  or  need  to  be  passed  over  in  reading- 
aloud  in  any  compan}'.  Their  literature  has  trained  them  in  courtesy,  in 
temperance,  and  in  reverence  for  public  and  private  virtue. 

The  Peking  Gazette^  a  sort  of  court  record,  is  more  than  a  thousand  years 
old,  and  circulates  ten  thousand  or  more  copies  daily.  Dr.  Smith  says  it  is 
wonderfully  skilled  in  indirection,  master  of  "the  art  of  pointing  at  a  deer 
and  calling  it  a  horse." 

They  have  had  for  generations  many  moral  tracts,  also,  based  on  the  in- 
nate sense  of  right  and  wrong,  but  largely  appealing  to  motives  either 
superstitious  or  frivolous.  Many  of  these  profess  to  be  a  revelation  from 
some  god,  but  they  are  pitiable  and  incongruous  compounds  of  light  and 
darkness,  truth  and  error,  the  inconsistency  and  absurdity  of  which  the 
people  do  not  perceive. 

They  pay  great  respect  not  only  to  the  teaching  contained  in  their  books, 
but  even  to  the  mere  printed  character.  Men  carry  baskets  around  to  the 
shops  to  collect  all  scraps  of  paper  with  printing  or  writing  on  them. 
Benevolent  and  pious  people  hire  these  collectors,  believing  that  the  careless 
multitude  would  bring-  on  themselves  blindness  and  disease  in  this  life,  and 
the  heaviest  penalties  of  hell  in  the  next,  by  using  lettered  paper  to  kindle 
fires  or  by  sweeping  it  up  as  street  rubbish.  Little  furnace  shrines  stand  at 
the  corner  of  many  streets,  into  which  the  devout  may  throw  every  scrap  of 
paper  tliat  is  written,  printed,  or  stamped,  to  be  burned  reverently  in  honor 
of  the  god  of  letters. 

This  love  and  reverence  for  literature  being  so  marked  a  trait  in  the 
national  character,  here  is  manifestly  a  ]:)lace  of  powerful  leverage  for  those 
who  would  uplift  the  race.  To  replace  books  which  are  formal  and  wooden 
by  tliose  which  are  vital,  to'send  out  tracts  which  are  leaves  of  healing  in- 
stead of  clouds  of  superstition,  to  give  true  and  reverent  modern  science  in 
lieu  of  sterile  and  antiquated  error,  is  to  waken  many  a  dormant  intellect, 
and  to  quicken  many  a  despairing  heart  with  the  joy  of  a  new  hope.  Wise 
men  have  long  seen  this  opportunity,  and  fifteen  years  ago  was  organized 
the  Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Christian  and  General  Knowledge  among 
the  Chinese.  The  sliortened  form  of  this  long  name,  the  "  Diffusion  Society,'^ 
is  a  household  word,  not  only  among  missionaries  and  supporters,  but  among 
the  Chinese  literati. 

The  war  with  Japan  in  1S95  revealed  to  the  Chinese  officials,  to  their  utter 
amazement,  the  fact  that,  contrary  to  all  their  belief,  many  nations  were  far 
superior  to  China  in  militarv  and  naval  power.  This  fact  opened  their  eyes 
to  their  need  of  a  different  education,  and  now  in  eleven  of  the  eighteen 
provinces  they   have  established  colleges   for  Western    learning.  These 
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naturally  create  a  great  demaiul  for  text-books  ;  and  the  printing  presses  have 
not  been  able  to  send  them  out  fast  enough,  though  the  printers  have  worked 
night  and  day.  One  missionary  sent  in  a  single  order  on  which  the  postage 
amounted  to  one  iiundred  and  fifty  dollars  ! 

At  least  seven  hundred  Chinese  students — some  of  them  women — have 
gone  to  Japan  to  study  the  Japanese  written  language  that  so  thev  mav 
translate  modern  text-books  into  Chinese. 

The  Difi'usion  Society  has  done  a  great  and  most  useful  service  in  sending 
out  text-books  which,  though  not  religious,  are  reverent  in  tone,  and  so  far 
as  they  go  an  antidote  to  much  that  is  skeptical  or  materialistic.  Their 
catalogue  includes  books  on  mathematics,  physics,  natural  historv,  liistory, 
geography,  pln  siology,  and  the  like,  all  written  by  Christian  men.  It  also 
distributes  much  literature  that  is  entertaining,  refining  and  instructive, 
though  not  adapted  to  formal  study.  From  Little  L^ord  Fauntleroy  and 
Picciola  to  Uhlhorn's  Conjlict  of  Christianity  zuith  Heathenism  and  the 
History  of  Politics  is  a  long  road,  yet  all  of  these  and  others  all  the  way 
along  find  ready  sale.  Many  devotional  books,  too,  are  named  in  their 
eatalogue.  Andrew  Murray's  Spirit  of  Christy  dear  to  many  of  us,  is  just 
as  precious  to  Chinese  Christians  ;  and  the  sermons  and  the  life  of  Moody 
give  help  to  many  readers.  Christian  biographies,  liymn  books,  theologv,. 
experimental  religion  find  place  in  their  list. 

The  society  issues  periodicals  also,  the  important  and  influential  Revieiv^ 
of  the  Titties^  with  a  circulation  of  ten  thousand,  being  published  especially 
"  to  guide  the  mandarins  and  literati.''' 

In  some  ways  Christian  tracts  take  the  place  of  oral  teachers ;  and  they 
have  not  only  the  advantage  of  traversing  wider  fields  and  reaching  more 
souls,  but  the  printed  word  abides  in  the  home  to  be  read  again  and  again, 
while  the  spoken  word  may  be  forgotten  almost  as  soon  as  heard.  These 
tracts  must  be  specially  prepared,  many  of  ours  being  quite  useless,  as  thev  ^ 
deal  with  ideas  that  have  no  meaning  to  the  Chinese.  Great  numbers  of 
tracts  are  published  yearly,  tlie  societies  of  Great  Britain  and  America  help- 
ing in  the  good  work.  Some  are  single  sheets,  some  are  like  thick  books, 
some  are  local  and  ephemeral,  while  some  are  of  permanent  value.  The 
style  varies  from  the  most  simple,  for  children  and  uneducated  women,  to  the 
most  scholarlv.  They  are  distributed  at  markets  and  street  corners,  wher- 
ever the  people  gather,  and  a  very  large  proportion  are  eagerlv  purchased 
even  by  the  poor.  Every  third  year  tiie  great  examinations  for  tlieir  degree 
of  B.A.  are  held,  the  number  of  candidates  being  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand.  The  missionaries  try  to  give  to  each  one  of  these,  as  he 
leaves  for  home,  a  package  of  booklets  consisting  of  Bible  portiop.s  and  other 
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useful  tracts  and  books.  So  these  will  be  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  empire  to 
stimulate  thought,  rouse  inquiry,  and  prepare  the  wa}'  for  the  coming  of  the 
missionary. 

Millions  of  pages  of  portions  of  the  Bible  are  scattered  yearly,  while  as  the 
student's  mind  matures  he  grows  able  to  appreciate  the  complete  sacred 
volume.  Our  printing  presses  are  driven  to  their  utmost,  yet  some  of  them 
are  six  months  behind  their  orders,  so  great  is  the  demand  for  Bibles. 

Our  own  missionaries,  both  men  and  women,  have  done  much  literary 
work,  and  have  prepared  many  text-books  for  pupils  of  all  grades.  Dr. 
Sheffield  and  Dr.  Goodrich  give  much  time  to  Bible  translation  and  to 
writing  works  of  standard  value,  while  Miss  Miner  and  other  women  have 
given  brilliant  and  useful  volumes  to  enrich  the  lives  of  many  a  Chinese  home. 

Since  the  time  of  the  Psalmist  the  entrance  of  the  divine  word  giveth 
light,  and  surely  in  all  this  spread  of  Christian  literature  light  is  coming  to 
the  dark  places  in  the  Flowery  Kingdom. 


Zulu  Women's  WeeJily  'Prayer  Meeting 

BY  MISS  LAURA  M.  MELLEN 

T  was  laid  upon  the  heart  of  a  Zulu  woman  in  the  Umtwalume 
Church  to  pray.  She  rose  before  dawn  and  went  into  the 
house  of  worship,  there  pouring  out  her  heart  in  prayer,  first 
that  she  might  be  cleansed  and  purified,  then  for  a  spiritual 
awakening  among  her  people.  She  asked  one  of  her  neigh- 
bors, a  Christian  woman,  to  join  her  in  the  eyening ;  they 
together  spent  that  whole  night  in  prayer;  otiier  nights  fol- 
lowed, also  early  morning  hours  given  to  prayer  in  the  church.  They  peti- 
tioned for  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  themselves,  then  prayed 
for  individuals,  some  of  the  other  women  ;  these  soon  joined  them  till  a 
goodly  number  of  the  women  of  the  church  were  giving  the  best  time  of 
their  day  to  prayer.  Then  they  said,  "  Let  us  change  the  time  of  our  weekly 
praj-er  meeting  to  this  hour."  The  weekly  meeting  was  poorly  attended, 
the  women  coming  late  after  their  day's  work,  and  hurrying  home  to  cook 
the  evening  meal. 

One  morning  while  at  Umtwalume  for  the  purpose  of  examining  schools, 
I  was  awakened  an  hour  before  dawn  by  the  ringing  of  the  church  bell,  call- 
ing the  women  from  one,  two,  and  three  miles  away.    At  the  first  streaks 
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of  dawn  I  went  into  the  church  and  joined  two  women  who  were  praying 
aloud  but  in  a  low  tone.  I  thought  of  tlie  promise  "  to  the  two  or  three  gath- 
ered together  in  his  name."  Soon  others  entered  and  quietly  knelt  in  prayer. 
When  there  was  sufficient  light  to  see,  a  hymn  was  sung,  the  leader  read  a 
portion  of  Scripture,  giving  the  helpful  thoughts  and  strength  she  had  received 
from  the  passage  ;  another  hymn  was  sung,  and  the  meeting  thrown  open  to 
those  present.  Thoughts  suggested  by  the  passage  read,  testimonies,  and 
requests  for  prayer  followed  in  quick  succession.  A  young  woman  with 
tears  streaming  down  her  face  confessed  her  sins,  and  said,  "  O  mothers,  you 
know  what  my  life  has  been,  and  all  the  sorrow  and  disgrace  that  have  come 
through  its  sin  ;  T  throw  myself  into  your  arms  and  beg  you  to  pray  for  me 
and  help  me  to  overcome."  They  prayed  for  her  then  and  there.  One 
thanked  God  for  answering  her  prayer  ;  in  the  night  she  had  been  burdened 
for  this  soul,  and  came  early  to  pray  for  her,  asking  God  to  direct  her  to 
the  meeting  that  morning. 

The  sun  arose  and  sent  its  beams  of  light  through  the  church  windows  as 
the  women  hastened  to  their  homes  with  the  "joy  of  the  angels"  in  their 
hearts,  and  renewed  strength  to  meet  the  temptations  and  battles  of  life. 


Missionary  Letters 

Dedication  of  Capron  Hall,  Madura,  India 

The  girls'  training  and  high  school,  at  Madura,  has  for  years  greatly  felt  the  need 
of  a  home  of  its  own.  Largely  through  gifts  from  America,  partly  by  help  of  the 
British  government,  this  building  is  at  last  after  many  delays  completed.  In  grateful 
memory  of  the  service  of  Mrs.  S.  B.  Capron,  who  gave  thirty  years  of  loving  labor  to 
the  women  and  girls  of  the  Madura  district,  the  fine,  commodious  house  is  named 
Capron  Hall.  The  school  enrolls  over  three  hundred  pupils,  of  whom  more  than  half 
have  been  boarders.  Miss  Bessie  Noves  gives  us  this  account  of  the  opening 
ceremonies  : — 

There  was  a  great  rush  to  finish  the  last  things  in  Capron  Hall  and  have 
it  made  presentable  for  the  opening  on  the  fifteenth.  You  know  it  is  being 
built  for  us  by  government,  the  public  works  department,  as  since  we  iiave 
received  a  grant  of  one  third  of  the  cost  from  government  it  is  considered  a 
public  building,  and  the  government  engineers  have  charged  us  nothing  for 
their  services.  This  has  been  a  great  help,  but  thev  have  been  verv  slow  in 
finishing  the  building,  and  even  now  are  doing  some  last  things,  though  tliey 
promised  to  hand  it  over  to  us  December  ist.  This  has  made  it  hard.  The 
first  two  weeks  of  December  I  had  examinations  to  superintend,  and  so  was 
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not  able  to  go  often  to  Capron  Hall,  but  Maiy  went  every  day  and  tried  to 
hustle  the  East,"  and  succeeded  so  far  that  everything  looked  well  at  the 
opening."  She  and  Miss  Helen  Chandler  rehearsed  the  girls  in  their  parts 
for  the  exercises  too.  Last  Monday  and  Tuesday  morning  we  borrowed 
church  benches  and  chairs  and  sent  them  over,  and  on  Tuesday  a.  m.  we 
were  all  busy  arranging  the  seats  and  decorating  the  building  with  greens 
and  flags  and  bunting.  As  hundreds  of  people  wished  to  come  we  decided 
to  hold  the  exercises  in  the  court  in  the  open  quadrangle  just  back  of  the 
main  hall,  instead  of  in  the  hall  Itself.  And  this  proved  a  charming  place. 
Seats  were  arranged  on  the  verandas  on  three  sides,  and  the  girls  sat  on  the 
ground  in  the  middle.  The  guests  were  seated  on  the  verandas,  with  the 
chairman  in  the  center  facing  the  girls,  the  piano  near  her,  and  the  European 
guests  close  by. 

The  exercises  were  at  half-past  four  on  Tuesday,  December  15th.  Miss 
Ask  with,  who  is  the  principal  of  Sarah  Tucker  College,  presided.  This  is 
the  only  college  for  girls  in  South  India,  and  Miss  Askwith  has  perhaps  done 
more  for  the  higher  education  of  girls  in  this  presidency  than  anyone  else. 
Four  of  our  girls  are  now  studying  for  the  F.  A.  degree  ;  first  in  arts, 
like  the  first  two  years  of  college  at  home.  We  first  all  assembled  in  front 
of  the  building ;  then  after  the  girls  had  sung  a  welcome  song,  welcoming 
all  present  to  their  "  beautiful  new  hall,"  I  gave  the  key  of  the  front  door  to 
Miss  Askwith  and  she  unlocked  it,  and  said  she  had  the  pleasure  of  opening 
the  building.  Then  while  Mary  and  Miss  Chandler  played  a  piano  duet, 
we  all  passed  through  the  hall  into  the  inner  quadrangle,  and  the  audience 
were  seated.  It  was  a  most  beautiful  sight  to  see  the  gay  dresses  and  bright 
faces  of  the  girls,  with  a  background  of  green  plants,  and  at  a  little  distance 
tlie  waving  palms  in  the  grove  just  behind  tlie  school  yard.  The  pillars  of 
the  veranda  were  festooned  with  green,  as  was  the  balustrade  of  the  upper 
verandas,  and  the  flags  and  bunting  were  above.  The  court  faces  the  north, 
as  the  building  fronts  south,  and  the  wings  shut  off*  tlie  late  afternoon  sun. 
The  day  was  perfect,  bright  and  cool.  After  all  were  seated  the  exercises 
were  resumed  with  a  song,  "Happy  Maidens,"  by  the  choir  of  high  school 
girls.  They  sang  both  tliat  and  the  "Good-night"  song  at  the  end,  both 
part  songs,  most  beautifully. 

Scripture  verses  suitable  to  the  occasion  were  recited  by  twelve  little  girls ; 
this  was  in  Tamil.  The  action  song,  "Little  Builders,"  was  very  pretty, 
on  character  building.  One  of  our  high  school  girls,  fourteen-year-old 
Nunnabai,  recited  "  School  Days,"  by  Maltbie  Babcock,  very  clearly  and 
distinctly,  and  did  not  seem  at  all  embarrassed  by  the  vast  audience.  Mr. 
Chandler  then  gave  an  account  of  the  history  of  the  building,  our  plans  for 
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it,  tlie  long  delays,  the  raising  of  the  money,  its  cost,  our  needs,  etc.  Tiie 
dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Mr.  Perkins,  and  a  beautiful  prayer  it  was. 
Perhaps  the  prettiest  exercise  was  the  Rainbow  Song.  There  was  a  song 
about  the  clouds  and  rain,  with  ten  little  girls  dressed  in  dark  sarees  to 
represent  the  clouds,  while  the  girls  all  made  a  sound  like  raindrops  bv 
rapping  on  their  books.  Then  came  dancing  in  seven  little  fairies,  each 
dressed  in  one  of  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  and  chased  away  the  clouds, 
while  the  choir  sang  "  Seven  Little  Fairies."  Then  they  had  a  little  Tamil 
play,  in  which  they  formed  a  circle  and  went  through  certain  swaying 
movements,  clapping  rhythmicallv  while  they  sang  about  tlie  rainbow  and 
its  colors,  and  then  danced  away  again.  The}''  were  all  only  five  or  six 
years  old,  and  so  graceful  and  unconscious  in  their  movements  that  it  was 
very  pretty  to  see  them.  ]Miss  Askwith  made  a  fine  address  on  the  work  of 
the  higher  schools  for  girls  in  South  India,  and  on  the  need  of  higher  edu- 
cation for  girls.  She  urged  our  girls  to  go  on  for  college  education.  It 
pleased  us  that  she  praised  the  four  girls  we  sent  to  Sarah  Tucker  College 
in  Tinnevelly  this  year,  saying  that  they  were  the  nicest  girls  she  had  ever 
received  there,  and  of  high  Christian  character  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  all 
four  of  them  stood  the  highest  in  their  class,  ahead  of  the  Sarah  Tucker 
jjirls.    Wasn't  that  ofood  ? 

After  the  final  songs  we  took  our  friends  around  the  buildings  and  grounds. 
Everything  went  on  smoothlv  and  successfully,  and  we  onlv  wish  our 
friends  in  America  could  have  been  with  us. 

The  next  day  the  girls  went  home  for  their  Christmas  holidays.  Mary 
^md  I  are  now  very  busy  having  the  old  school  furniture  scraped  and  cleaned, 
and  getting  ready  to  move  by  the  first  of  the  year.  The  girls  come  back 
January  fifth. 

China 

Mrs.  Hodous  sends  a  glimpse  of  her  work: — 

Mrs.  Beard's  classes  have  been  put  in  my  charge,  and  I  have  found  them 
very  interesting,  though  I  feel  as  vet  ill  prepared  for  the  work.  A  limited 
knowledge  of  the  language  prevents  me  from  doing  what  I  should  like  to 
do.  In  the  spring  was  born  our  little  son,  Jerome,  who  hindered  me  from 
visiting  the  classes,  and  so  they  came  to  me  to  be  examined. 

One  hot  morning  tlie  class  at  Ha  Buo  Ga  church  walked  one  hour  to  my 
house  to  be  examined.  After  a  little  rest  and  refreshment  we  had  a  season 
of  prayer.  Then  I  examined  the  women,  and  found  they  had  read  under- 
standingly  in  their  Bibles  and  hj^mn  books.  Dear  old  Mrs.  Ding,  the 
pastor's  wife,  is  the  soul  of  the  class.    She  is  a  remarkable  Christian  woman. 
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an  able  helper  and  leader  to  the  women  in  the  class.  Last  week  the  class 
was  reopened  for  the  fall.  One  of  the  women  died  during  the  summer. 
Another  woman's  husband  died,  and  she  went  home  to  her  native  village. 
Several  were  sick  during  those  liot  days,  and  one  woman's  house  was 
burned  at  the  fire  last  week.  So  there  was  a  tone  of  sadness  in  our  first 
meeting,  and  the  prayers  that  were  offered  were  as  earnest  as  I've  ever 
heard. 

Tlie  class  at  Gen  Cio  Dong  churcli  had  a  very  energetic  young  Christian 
woman  for  a  teacher.  As  it  was  next  door  to  us  in  the  temporary  cliurch 
meeting  place,  it  was  easv  to  meet  with  the  women  and  examine  them. 
This  fall  conditions  are  such  that  the  women  cannot  meet  in  the  church, 
and  the  place  yet  remains  to  be  found  where  they  can  meet.  The  church 
needs  tlie  class. 


BOYS   IN  MRS.   HODOUS'  SCHOOL,  POXASANG 

At  Ions  Don^  DuncT  I  have  a  girls'  school,  with  ten  girls  and  eleven  boys 
in  it.  You  will  find  their  pictures  enclosed.  How  I  do  enjoy  this  school! 
The  children  are  our  hope  for  the  future,  and  it  is  essential  to  reach  and 
toucli  their  young  lives.  They  were  delighted  to  see  me  after  the  summer 
vacation.  With  beaming  faces  they  arose  and  welcomed  me  in  then*  hearty 
way.  How  my  heart  rejoiced  to  be  in  a  schoolroom  again  !  A  schoolroom  ; 
but,  oh,  how  my  heart  ached  that  it  was  such  a  dingy,  small  room  !  The 
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desks,  stools,  and  children  were  packed  in  very  closel}'.  I  did  not  mind 
sitting  two  hours  on  a  small  two-legged  stool  without  a  back,  but  added  to 
this  a  small  room  with  twenty-one  pupils,  a  teacher,  her  baby,  and  the 
remaining  space  filled  in  by  curious  neighbors  and  passers-by,  made  the  air 
on  that  hot  morning  a  little  trying.  The  smallest  boy  managed  to  learn  the 
Commandments  during  the  summer.  As  he  turned  his  back  to  me  in  recit- 
ing them,  as  customary,  he  just  reached  to  the  top  of  the  table.  The  majority 
read  books  which  I  have  not  yet  read,  but  with  the  teacher's  lielp  I  managed 
to  examine  them.  Then  according  to  excellence  the  children  came  forward 
and  selected  a  picture  card  which  I  brought  for  them.  Simple  little  cards 
delighted  them  very  much.  I  hope  the  Christian  teacher  may  lead  all  these 
children  to  know  Christ.    Her  picture  is  in  the  group  of  girls. 

Please  pray  for  me  that  I  may  be  of  some  help  to  these  women,  girls,  and 
boys  whom  I  so  long  to  help. 


GIRLS  AND  TEACHER  IN  MRS.   HODOUS'  SCHOOL,  PONASANG 

Spain 

This  sketch  of  the  girls'  school  in  its  new  home,  hy  Mary  Lyon  Page,  will  be  of 
interest : — 

The  first  term  of  the  scliool  year  in  Madrid  has  closed.  It  was  short,  as 
we  did  not  begin  until  the  tenth  of  November,  but  we  tauglit  until  the  day 
before  Christmas,  and  then  closed  with  examinations  which  showed  good 
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work.  They  were  held  in  the  large  room  of  Fortuny  5,  which  serves  for 
morning  prayers  and  assembly ;  it  was  so  adapted  that  it  servfed  after  a 
fashion  :  a  map  fastened  on  the  wall,  a  blackboard  put  in  a  chair,  and  the 
class  reciting  crowded  in  between  the  harmonium  and  the  first  rows  of  girls. 
When  we  have  our  new  building  we  shall,  I  suppose,  liave  a  hall  in  it.  We 
four,  who  divide  the  responsibility,  have  all  the  regular  classes ;  the  others, 
a  professor  of  music  who  comes  in  for  an  hour  or  two  a  day,  and  a  senorita 
who  teaches  embroidery  and  drawing,  were  not  represented  in  the  examina- 
tions. Although  our  classes  with  the  joreparation  are  supposed  to  occupy 
the  whole  day,  it  seems  sometimes  as  if  this  work  were  only  incidental. 


MADRID  RESIDENCE  OF  SOME  TEACHERS  AND  PUPILS  OF  INTERNATIONAL  INSTITUTE 

The  older  students  are  college  girls  in  age ;  but,  being  Spaniards,  they  as 
well  as  the  younger  ones  need  to  have  all  the  details  of  their  life  arranged  for 
them.  If  one  wishes  to  buy  a  spool  of  thread  she  must  not  only  get  permis- 
sion to  buy  it,  but  she  must  be  accompanied  and  advised,  and  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  work  made  for  her  to  earn  the  money  needful !  As  we  are  away 
from  the  center,  "  going  to  Madrid,"  as  they  say,  spoils  a  good  half  day. 

During  the  days  before  Christmas  the  Protestant  community  regaled  itself 
with  fiestas,"  and  we  were  invited  to  attend  and  bring  the  girls.  As  Eng- 
lish, Scotch  and  German  missionaries  each  have  day  schools,  there  were  con- 
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siderable  to  attend,  but  forces  were  divided  and  a  representation  sent  to  each. 
Tlie  festivals  consisted  of  poetry,  dialogues,  recitations,  more  poetry,  more 
dialogues,  and  at  last  when  we  were  worn  out  and  sleepy,  more  recitations 
and  a  sermon  by  the  pastor  !  Spaniards  appreciate  length  almost  as  much 
as  talent. 

We  are  having  a  week  of  vacation.  As  I  write  there  is  snow  on  the 
ground,  and  it  is  as  cold  as  New  England. 

Turkey 

Miss  Emma  D.  Cushman  writes  from  Cesarea  : — 

Our  hospital  is  going  on  finely, — lots  of  patients  and  work  galore.  We 
have  at  last  secured  an  evangelist  for  the  dispensary  and  for  work  in  the  hos- 
pital among  the  patients — a  Greek.  We  are  hoping  for  another  doctor 
here  ;  the  money  has  been  found,  but  the  right  man  has  not. 

Since  the  hospital  opened  we  have  had  quite  a  number  of  children  as 
patients.  We  had  a  little  Turkish  boy  brought  in  from  a  village,  born  with 
a  large  tongue  protruding  two  inches  from  liis  mouth.  Dr.  Dodd  operated 
on  him — trimmed  his  tongue  off — so  that  he  could  close  his  mouth.  He  was 
only  a  little  fellow  about  eight  years  old.  I  saw  very  little  of  him  before  the 
operation,  but  a  few  hours  after  it  was  over  I  went  in.  At  first  he  was 
afraid  of  me,  but  I  bent  over  him  with  words  of  sympathy.  He  seized  my 
hand,  and  before  I  knew  what  he  was  doing  both  arms  were  about  my  neck 
and  he  was  hugging  me.  The  power  of  sympatliy  is  pretty  strong  and  affects 
all  races  alike.  Almost  the  nicest  of  all  are  the  cataract  cases — old  blind 
people  going  away  seeing,  and  so  very  happy. 

Mrs.  Dodd  has  charge  of  the  mothers'  prayer  meetings  that  are  wonderful. 
Women  come  from  neighboring  villages — walk ;  she  has  anywhere  from 
seventy-five  to  ninety-five,  and  of  late  the  working  women  are  coming  very 
well.  She  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  good.  Several  months  ago  a  woman  was 
brought  on  a  stretcher  ;  she  wanted  to  attend  the  meetings  very  badly  and 
her  friends  brought  her. 

It  is  so  marked,  the  change  in  these  people  under  Protestant  influence.  I 
do  not  need  to  be  told  when  a  patient  is  a  Protestant;  something  in  the  face 
tells  me  first.  And  then  they  have  so  much  more  self-control.  This  week 
a  boy,  cousin  of  a  boy  that  works  for  me,  came  here  to  school.  He  was 
dressed  in  a  queer  village  costume,  so  poor  and  wretched.  We  were  helping 
to  send  him  to  school,  and  part  of  my  work  was  to  dress  him.  It  was  quite 
a  transformation,  and  I  thought  as  he  walked  off  happy  in  his  new  clothes 
that  he  had  not  only  changed  his  clothing  but  his  whole  life — it  would  never 
be  the  same  ;  he  could  never  go  back  to  the  old  way  again. 
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Two  daj  s  north  of  us  there  is  a  poor,  miserable  village  called  Kaler  ;  the 
people  live  in  mud  houses.  I  have  been  there  more  than  once,  and  I  noticed 
that  though  they  were  so  very  poor  they  were  rather  clean.  There  are 
about  twelve  Protestants  tiiere,  and  their  place  of  worship  is  a  miserable  little 
dark  room — a  table,  lamp,  a  Bible  and  the  handful  of  eager  listeners.  When 
our  hospital  was  being  built  we  had  among  the  workmen  a  boy  from  that 
village.  He  was  so  bright  and  quick  that  I  kept  him  for  a  boy  of  all  work. 
I  learned  he  had  been  beaten  and  driven  from  home  because  he  persisted  in 
being  a  Protestant.  He  learned  to  read  and  write.  At  the  end  of  a  year  I 
promoted  him  to  nursing  and  secured  another  boy  from  the  same  village  for 
his  place.  This  second  boy  has  proved  almost  better  than  the  first.  Now  I 
have  his  brother  to  help  my  cook.  Mrs.  Dodd  has  secured  a  young  man 
from  the  same  village,  companion  to  boy  No.  i,  and  Mrs.  Fowle  is  getting 
a  cook  from  there,  brother  to  my  boy  No.  i.  My  second  boy  has  always 
been  such  a  gentle,  nice  fellow.  I  could  not  understand  what  there  was  in 
his  face  that  made  him  different  but  in  visiting  the  village  on  my  way 
home  from  Marsovan  I  found  out.  Twenty-seven  years  ago  his  father  was 
cook  in  the  college — then  a  boys'  school — in  Marsovan.  He  became  a  Prot- 
estant. He  has  been  living  in  this  village  more  than  twenty  years,  and  the 
seed  has  been  very  dormant,  but  now  it  is  springing  into  life.  The  school- 
boy I  first  spoke  of  is  from  the  same  village  and  a  cousin  of  my  boy  No.  2. 

I  am  very  busy  these  days  buying  my  supplies  for  a  year.  Superintending 
a  hospital  here  is  very  different  from  doing  it  in  America. 

Miss  Emily  McCallum,  of  Smyrna,  writes  : — 

We  looked  forward  to  the  opening  of  school  with  some  apprehension,  as 
the  smallpox  epidemic  was  so  bad  just  at  that  time  and  we  were  told  that 
plague  also  had  made  its  appearance,  and  that  quarantine  was  to  be  declared. 
However,  people  here  are  mucli  afraid  of  smallpox,  and  we  were  very  care- 
ful in  insisting  on  vaccination.  The  question  in  regard  to  plague  was 
hushed  up  on  account  of  trade,  and  it  was  said  that  tlie  first  doctor  wlio  an- 
nounced a  case  of  plague  would  himself  have  forty  days  of  quarantine. 

W^e  have  not  had  quite  so  manv  pupils  as  last  year,  but  some  may  come  in 
yet.  At  present  we  have  thirty-one  boarders  and  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  day  scholars.  One  thing  I  am  glad  of  is  that  we  have  an  unusual 
number  of  Greeks.  If  we  can  only  get  a  Greek  girl  to  train  for  a  kinder- 
gartner,  tlien  our  Greek  department  will  be  quite  complete.  I  have  an  in- 
teresting Bible  class  this  year  :  five  Jewesses,  four  Armenians  and  one  Greek  ; 
not  a  Protestant  in  the  class. 

I  hope  you  will  remember  to  pray  for  our  school,  especially  that  w^e  may 
have  a  spiritual  blessing — that  is  wliat  we  are  longing  for. 
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One  of  our  teachers  in  Turkey  writes  : — 

Some  of  our  friends  go  in  midsummer  to  a  mountain  village  a  few  miles 
distant  to  breathe  its  pure  cold  air  and  drink  its  clear  water.  A  young  girl 
who  has  been  a  day  pupil  in  this  school  was  sent  there  b}'  the  doctor  in  early 
summer,  that  the  germs  of  disease  in  her  might  be  fought  with  and  conquered 
by  the  health-promoting  microbes  of  that  region.  Soon  accounts  of  her  red 
cheeks  and  growing  appetite  began  to  come,  with  beautiful  bouquets  of  wild 
flowers  gathered  by  her  in  her  walks.  The  father  built  a  very  simple  cot- 
tage to  be  occupied  by  the  English  nurse,  in  her  fugitive  escapes  from  hard- 
pressing  work  in  the  hospital,  and  by  his  own  family.  That  fiither  is  one  of 
the  most  valued  helpers  on  this  mission  compound.  He  is  master  of  one  of 
the  self-help  departments.  He  patiently  trains  the  boys  in  cabinet  work, 
and  is  himself  a  master  builder  of  great  skill,  judgment,  and  patience.  He 
scarcely  knows  what  it  is  to  take  a  vacation,  for  building  and  repairing  is 
always  going  on,  and  new  furniture  is  always  needed.  His  wife  and  the 
other  children  stayed  with  the  invalid  on  the  mountain  side.  The  youngest 
child,  a  boy  of  two  years,  more  or  less,  in  climbing  over  the  rough  porch 
fell  and  badly  sprained  or,  perhaps,  broke  some  of  his  bones.  The  mother 
did  not  hesitate ;  husband,  doctor,  nurse  were  all  at  a  distance.  She  took 
the  child  on  her  back  and,  walking,  brought  him  nine  miles  to  the  place  of 
help..  She  is  a  singularly  quiet,  retiring  woman.  How  could  she  ever  bear 
the  strain?  If  was  her  mother  love.  Her  prompt  action  saved  her  child 
from  a  crippled  limb.  I  saw  her  husband  this  morning  crossing  the  com- 
pound with  the  bookseller.  I  said,  "May  I  ask  you  a  question?"  calling 
him  by  name;  and  he  turned  back.  "  Was  your  wife  ever  connected  with 
the  girls'  school?"  "Yes,"  he  said,  "thank  your"  I  think  the  thanks 
were  partly  for  the  connection  and  partly  from  relief  that  I  wasn't  asking 
some  long-promised  help  in  picture  framing. 

Yesterday,  after  lessons,  I  sat  with  the  head  nurse  in  the  liospital  sitting 
room.  We  spoke  of  the  assistant  nurses  and  those  now  in  training.  I  asked 
if  their  education  in  the  girls'  school  had  jDroved  of  value  in  this  work. 
"  Oh,"  she  said,  "  it  has  be.en  of  the  greatest  use,  especially  in  giving  them 
habits  of  obedience  and  accuracy.  I  see  the  difference,"  she  added,  "  in  the 
case  of  that  nurse  who  did  not  have  the  school  training.  She  alone  cannot 
see  the  necessity  of  prompt,  unquestioning  obedience."  This  nurse  herself 
wore  the  nurse's  gold  medal  one  year  in  England,  and  her  standard  in  every- 
thing is  of  the  highest. 

Yesterday  I  listened  to  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the  principal  of  Talas 
Girls'  School.  She  mentioned  two  graduates  of  this  school  who  have  just 
entered  upon  the  work  of  teaching  in  Talas.    She  not  only  expressed  satis- 
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faction  with  the  quahty  of  their  work  but  praised  them  for  their  refined  and 
ladylike  manners.  Something  had  drawn  my  thoughts  to  Sivas  girls,  as 
two  of  them  having  finished  the  course  of  study  at  Sivas  have  come  here  for 
additional  study.  They  are  a  great  addition  to  our  advanced  classes.  The 
country  is  full  of  splendid  material  everywhere,  and  the  seed  sowers  get  one 
hundred  per  cent' for  their  toil. 

I  am.  told  that  letters  must  be  handed  in  within  an  hour,  and  I  meant  to 
write  much  more.  I  leave  to  the  young  ladies  to  tell  of  the  progress  of  the 
girls.  It  shall  be  mine  this  time  to  gather  up. the  incidental  facts  that  show 
character  building,  and  results  that  come  to  light  long  after  the  daily  records 
of  school  have  ceased. 

I  see  the  missionaries  throwing  themselves  heart  and  soul  into  the  whole 
varied  life  of  the  boys.  Last  Saturday  was  college  "  field  day."  I  spent 
four  hours  on  the  campus.  The  missionaries  and  the  professors  were  on  the 
ground  from  first  to  last,  watching  everything,  keeping  most  careful  tally, 
comparing  with  records  of  other  years,  and  in  every  way  showing  an  inter- 
est not  excelled  by  any  competitor.  The  night  before  was  a  time  of  enter- 
tainment given  by  the  college  students  to  their  friends.  They  have  gained 
much  in  the  last  three  years,  and  manifested  great  freedom,  cordiality, 
and  courtesy. 

Mexico 

Miss  Dunning  sends  this  pleasant  word  of  her  work  in  Parral,  October  28,  1903  : — 
The  school  is  outgrowing  all  its  clothes.  ■  We  have  reached  the  refusing 
point,  as  there  is  no  room  j  now  they  would  not  all  have  seats  if  they  came 
all  at  once,  but  that  never  happens.  One  little  fellow  has  been  absent  for 
several  days,  but  his  two  sisters  have  been  here  so  I  did  not  suppose  much 
was  the  matter.  Upon  going  to  the  house  I  found  he  had  tlie  smallpox. 
The  way  we  don't  take  contagious  diseases  when  we  are  so  much  exposed 
is  a  cause  for  great  thankfulness.  The  greater  part  of  the  school  is  Roman 
Catholic  as  usual,  but  all  have  a  Bible  lesson  each  day.  One  child  seemed 
much  interested  and  asked  to  take  a  Bible  home.  She  was  allowed  to  do 
so,  but  brought  it  back  next  day.  Her  family  is  very  strict  Roman  Catholic, 
and  I  don't  suppose  they  were  interested  as  she  seemed  to  be.  She  has  a 
very  thoughtful  look  always  during  the  lesson. 

A  short  time  ago  we  had  a  very  delightful  service,  when  eight  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  and  two  couples  were  married,  though  they  have  been 
living  together  for  a  long  time.  We  have  so  many  cases  where  they  cannot 
be  received  as  church  members  because  they  are  ashamed  to  be  married  after 
living  so  long  together  without  being  husband  and  wife  ;  but  these  couples 
were  so  glad  to  be  married,  and  now  seem  to  be  so  happy.    Then  there  was 
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a  line  all  across  the  church  of  parents  with  babies,  who  were  all  good  but 
one,  he  resisted  ;  I  think  it  must  have  been  some  strong  Roman  bent  in  him. 
vSome  day  Mexico  will  be  different  from  what  it  is  now. 

We  had  a  very  good  convention  of  Christian  Endeavor  Societies  in 
Chihuahua  in  September.  I  did  not  go,  but  many  did  from  Parral.  One 
of  the  prominent  men  of  the  city  made  an  address  at  the  temperance  meet- 
ing, though  he  is  a  strong  Romanist.  He  said  in  beginning,  "  Some  may 
think  it  very  strange  for  me  to  take  part  in  such  a  place,  knowing  my  relig- 
ious creed,  but  I  have  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  subject,  although  in  religion 
we  are  separated  by  an  abyss."  Years  ago  even  this  much  would  not  have 
been  done.  I  am  sure  we  have  not  grown  any  more  like  the  Romanists,  so 
they  must  be  coming  nearer  us,  notwithstanding  the  abyss.  ^ 

Why  is  it  that  the  Board  seems  to  be  cutting  down  its  work  in  Mexico? 
Certainly,  if  they  knew  the  state  of  Mexico,  the  kind  of  religion  there  is 
here,  they  would  not  retrench  but  rather  enlarge  their  work.  I  said  it 
seemed  difficult  to  find  people  who  cared  to  come  to  Mexico  ;  they  preferred 
countries  where  they  knew  nothing  of  the  gospel.  The  people  themselves 
when  converted  think  their  former  state  about  as  heathenish  as  need  be. 

^Mission  to  ihe  Hebrides 

The  veteran  missionar}'.  Dr.  John  G.  Pa  ton,  writes  of  four  months  spent 
on  the  istand  of  Malekula,  one  of  tlie  New  Hebrides  group.  It  is  believed 
to  have  a  population  of  from  sixteen  to  twenty  thousand  savages,  who 
cannot  be  said  to  wear  any  clothing.  They  strangle  to  deatli  or  burn  alive 
many  of  their  aged,  sick  and  suffering,  and  all  infants  whose  mothers  die. 
When  their  little  girls  are  six  years  of  age  they  knock  out  their  upper  two 
front  teeth,  generally,  after  which  tlie  father  of  each  tries  to  sell  her  as  a 
wife  to  the  man  who  will  give  liim  the  largest  number  of  hogs  for  her.  Her 
weeping  and  pleading  are  disregarded,  and  she  is  forced  to  follow  her  pur- 
chaser to  his  home,  where  he  may  have  three  or  four  wives  living  already. 
If  she  runs  away  twice,  he  with  fiery  sticks  burns  three  holes  in  a  row  into 
her  breast  or  sides.  If  a  third  time,  he  places  hot  burning  stones  behind 
her  knees  to  prevent  her  being  able  to  run  away  again.  Yet  among  these 
savages  three  missionaries  have  now,  after  a  year's  dangerous  work,  been 
instrumental  in  winning  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  intelligent  church 
members.  Near  the  mission  house  thiey  have  built  a  new  village,  in  which 
they  live  9II  clothed,  and  begin  and  close  each  day  with  praise  and  prayer, 
and  from  which  they  go  forth  to  preach  the  gospel.  They  invite  all  new 
converts  to  their  village  ;  and  if  they  wish  to  live  in  it,  aid  them  in  build- 
ing their  houses  on  a  given  plan  along  straight  streets  which  are  kept  clean 
and  in  good  order. —  World  Missions^ 
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An  African 's  T>escription  of  the  Railway 

A  NATIVE  of  Uganda  who  accompanied  the  prime  minister  on  his  way 
to  the  coronation  of  King  Edward  wrote  to  his  friend  about  the  Uganda 
railway,  giving  the  following  description  of  it:  My  friend,  I  can  tell  you 
the  Europeans  have  done  a  marvelous  thing  to  make  the  railway  and  the 
trains.  They  fasten  ten  or  fifteen  houses  together  and  attach  them  to  a  fire- 
place, which  is  as  big  as  an  elephant,  and  the  road  it  goes  on  is  as  smooth 
as  the  stem  of  a  plantain.  It  goes  as  fast  as  a  swallow  flying,  and  every- 
thing you  see  outside  flies  past  you  like  a  spark  from  a  fire.  If  it  were  to 
drop  off'  one  of  the  bridges  not  one  in  it  would  be  saved,  for  it  goes  dreadfully 
quick.  The  hills  it  passes  are  as  high  as  those  of  Koki,  and  they  have 
bridged  over  great  valleys  so  deep  that  you  cannot  see  the  bottom  when  you 
are  groinor  over  them." 

In  Africa  43S  languages  and  153  dialects  are  found  ;  into  only  about  70 
of  these  has  any  portion  of  the  Bible  been  translated.  Five  hundred  ol 
them  have  not  even  been  reduced  to  writing.  The  Soudan,  with  its 
60,000,000  people,  is  still  without  a  single  Protestant  missionary  who  can 
speak  the  language,  though  three  societies  are  now  endeavoring  to  begin 
work  there. —  Young  Lutheran, 

Japan 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  war  between  Japan  and  Russia,  it  will 
doubtless  interest  a  number  of  people  in  this  country  to  know  that  Vice 
Admiral  Count  Togo,  the  commander  of  the  Japanese  fleet,  and  the  captains 
of  three  of  the  principal  battleships  of  the  Mikado's  navy  are  converts  to 
Christianity.  Native  Christians  are  indeed  beginning  to  occupv  many 
high  and  honorable  positions  in  the  state.  Quite  a  long  row  of  members 
of  the  lower  and  of  the  upper  houses  of  parliament  are  Christians,  and  a 
number  of  the  latter  occupy  seats  on  the  judicial  bench.  Moreover,  three  of 
the  largest  daily  newspapers  of  Tokyo  are  in  the  hands  of  Christians,  and 
under  the  circumstances  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Christianity,  with  all  that 
the  latter  involves  in  the  way  of  civilization  and  enlightenment,  is  making 
its  way  quietly  but  surely  in  Japan. 

New  Guinea 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner,  of  New  Guinea,  reports  a  great  feast  held  under 
Christian  auspices,  in  which  people  gathered  from  all  quarters.  There 
were  present  twenty-six  native  chiefs,  many  of  them  having  been  leaders  in 
wholesale  riots  and  massacres.  They  all  bowed  together  fervently  in  prayer, 
and  after  the  addresses  the  feast  was  spread,  followed  by  games  and  by 
many  expressions  of  good  will.    Mr,  Turner  exclaimed:    "And  what  a 
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gathering!  Who  is  there  that  can  look  upon  it  without  saying,  'This  at 
least  is  prophetic  of  tiie  dawn  of  a  better  day  in  this  part  of  the  interior  of 
New  Guinea?'  Think  of  it!  Here  is  a  company  of  some  eleven  hundred 
natives,  many  of  whom  have  not  seen  one  another  before  ;  if  they  have,  it 
has  only  been  when  facing  one  another  in  battle  array.  And  here  are 
gathered  together  representatives  from  at  least  forty-five  different  villages  ; 
villages  which,  in  many  cases,  have  left  each  other  severely  alone,  or,  if 
they  have  had  any  dealings  with  one  another,  it  has  been  in  terms  of  war, 
bloodshed,  terrorism  and  death." 

Official  announcement  is  made  that  tlie  Fiji  Islands  are  no  longer  to  be 
cared  for  hy  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  since  they  have  become 
nominally  Christianized  and  civilized,  education,  commerce  and  worship 
being  carried  on  according  to  Christian  ideals.  They  contributed  for  mis- 
sionary purposes  last  year  $35,000,  and  are  doing  very  much  to  carry  the 
gospel  to  the  other  islands  of  the  South  Sea. — Selected. 

When  the  China  Inland  Mission  was  formed  thirty-six  years  ago  there 
were  but  91  missionaries  in  all  China,  and  in  the  interior  there  were 
200,000,000  people  without  one  missionary.  The  burden  of  these  millions  was 
laid  so  heavily  upon  the  heart  of  Hudson  Taylor  that  he  dedicated  himself  to 
the  work  to  which  he  was  called.  No  appeal  was  made  for  workers  or  for 
money,  but  in  answer  to  prayers  22  missionaries  and  the  money  for  their 
expenses  were  given.  There  are  now  about  800  missionaries  connected 
with  the  work. 
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One  Mission  Band 

BY  MRS.   HARRIET  W.  GODDARD 

OME  with  me  to  a  meeting  of  my  mission  band.  You  will 
find  fifteen  or  twenty  children — not  one  ten  years  of  age — 
chiefly  ex-cradle  rollers.  While  they  are  gathering  we  have 
a  little  map  play,  which  specially  interests  the  boys.  We 
have  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  map  of  the  world  always  before  us 
(even  while  using  that  of  the  country  studied)  ;  it  being  absolutely  essential 
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for  little  children  that  we  keep  before  them  the  relative  idea  of  the  world  as 
a  whole.  Some  one  chooses  a  mission  station,  or  the  home  of  some  mission- 
ary, and  all  present  strive  to  see  who  will  locate  the  place  first.  By  the  time 
to  open  the  meeting  all  are  wide  awake  and  happy. 

After  a  brief  religious  service  we  take  a  trip  to  the  mission  station  under 
study,  the  children  describing  the  entire  journey  from  their  home  to  the  field, 
and  telling  what  missionaries  will  welcome  us.  One  tells  of  the  climate, 
another  of  the  productions, — the  boys  delighting  to  tell  of  the  animals  to  be 
found  in  Africa  or  India.  Often  they  are  given  topics  in  advance  to  be 
reported  at  the  next  meeting.  Of  course  when  the  children  cannot  read,  it 
means  asking  some  one  in  the  home  or  school  to  aid  them,  thus  furnishing 
another  instance  where  "  a  little  child  shall  lead  them."  Incidentally  the 
children  learn  geography  and  history,  as  well  as  missionary  knowledge.  If 
there  is  restlessness  in  the  meeting  we  stop  and  sing,  or  tlie  restless  child  is 
asked  to  use  the  pointer  for  the  leader,  and  this  proves  very  diverting.  We 
have  a  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer  ;  all  chosen  from  the  children  and 
under  the  leader.  The  president  aids  the  leader  in  any  way  called  upon. 
The  secretary,  usually  the  oldest  and  best  able  to  write,  reads  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting,  roll  call,  etc.  The  treasurer  takes  up  and  keeps  the  col- 
lection. This  is  kept  in  an  earthen  jug,  and  when  filled  there  is  a  ''jug 
breaking  meeting,"  which  is  a  delightful  occasion,  and  the  anticipation  of 
this  aids  in  speedy  filling  of  the  jug.  Besides  this  each  child  owns  a  jug  or 
wooden  barrel  in  the  home,  and  when  he  brings  it  in  full  he  is  rewarded  by  a 
Scripture  card. 

At  the  collection  each  child  tells  how  he  earned  his  money.  Often  the 
method  of  one  is  suggestive  to  another,  and  frequently  these  little  stories  are 
very  touching.  Then  comes  the  distribution  of  the  Daysprings^  always  an 
interesting  feature.  Attention  is  called  to  any  article  of  special  interest  or 
bearing  upon  our  topic.    After  a  sentence  prayer  the  little  meeting  is  closed. 

Let  no  one  enter  into  this  work  who  is  not  willing  to  return  home  tired  out. 
But  does  it  pay  ?  There  is  no  work  like  it !  No  one  comes  through  a 
"stern  sense  of  duty"  ;  nor  do  you  have  to  go  out  into  the  "  highways  and 
.  compel  them  to  come  in,"  but  you  are  surrounded  by  eager  and  expectant 
listeners  waiting  to  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  as  it  is  being  carried  out 
through  his  ambassadors  the  world  around.  The  Master  said,  *'  Feed  my 
lambs."    He  also  said,  "  Of  such  is  tlie  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Note. — The  leaflets  printed  for  the  Committee  on  Junior  Work,  "India,"  by  Miss 
Jackson;  "Africa,"  by  Miss  Smith;  "  China,"  by  Miss  Weston,  and  "  Turkey,"  by 
Mrs.  Crawford,  have  proved  most  vahiable  as  text-books  in  the  hands  of  the  leader^ 
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Wliat  Lack  I  Yet?   A  Question  for  Lent 

BY  E.   R.  A. 

OOKIXG  up  to  the  starry  firmament  one  is  overwhelmed  with 
a  sense  of  one's  own  littleness  and  incompetency.  The  wise- 
est  of  men  feels  as  did  the  Psalmist,  "When  I  consider  thy 
heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  stars  which 
thou  hast  ordained,  what  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him? 
and  the  son  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him?" 

So  is  it  in  things  spiritual.  We  are  conscious  of  aspirations  for  a  holier 
life,  of  a  measure  of  love,  of  a  degree  of  devotion,  but  when  we  consider 
our  Master  he  is  so  far,  far  above  us  that  the  heart  sinl<;s,  and  we  feel  that 
we  have  hardly  begun  the  upward  road. 

Sitting  alone  with  mv  heart,  thinking  wistfully  on  his  life,  so  radiant  with 
love,  so  far-reaching  in  its  beneficent  power,  my  inmost  self  cries  out  for  more 
likeness  to  him.  I  say,  perplexedly.  How  shall  I  attain?  How,  in  all  the 
ages,  can  I  grow  to  be  even  a  faint  reflection  of  his  glory?  I  take  hold  of 
my  sordid,  laggard,  cowering  self,  and  bring  it  to  his  pure  light,  and  pray, 
"Search  me,  O  God,  .  .  .  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me." 
Sternly  I  try  to  find  what  keeps  me  from  my  best,  what  lack  I  yet. 

Laying  open,  so  far  as  I  know  how,  the  deepest  secrets  to  his  probing, 
cleansing  touch,  I  see  that  in  three  points  I  am  far  short — vision,  devotion, 
love.  I  lack  the  single  eye,  the  clear  vision  that  comes  only  with  renuncia- 
tion. I  do  not  give  the  complete  devotion  that  would  prove  me  truly  his 
child.  I  fail  almost  wholly  in  that  passionate  love  for  the  Master  and  for 
his  children  which  should  fill  my  heart. 

The  clairvoyant  vision  that  dwells  gladly  on  those  eternal  things  that  are 
not  seen  by  bodily  eyes  is  not  ours.  We  know  that  all  around  us  lie  great 
realms  of  truth  that  no  man  has  grasped  ;  that  before  us  and  above  us  are 
hopes  so  wondrous  fair  that  no  human  phrase  can  tell  their  significance,  but 
our  eyes  are  holden  that  we  see  them  not.  To  see  things  in  their  true  pro- 
portion, the  utter  inconsequence  of  fine  food  or  costly  raiment,  of  old 
pewter  or  china,  of  drawn  work  or  laces  or  Persian  medallions,  except  as 
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in  some  slight  measure  they  may  minister  to  soul  values — is  to  be  lifted 
above  the  earth-clinging  fog  that  obscures  and  baffles. 

All  women  may  well  wish  to  be  fair,  to  be  adorned.  To  see,  as  St.  Peter 
saw,  that  real  adorning  is  not  in  plaiting  hair,  or  wearing  gold,  or  putting 
on  apparel  that  makes  one  fashionable — simply,  a  far  different  thing,  but  in 
a  meek  and  quiet  spirit  that  illumines  the  face  from  within  and  fascinates 
like  the  fire  of  a  gem — this  is  to  have  the  veil  taken  from  the  eyes.  To  know 
the  value  of  patience,  of  courage,  of  truthfulness,  of  lofty  ideals  and  far- 
reaching,  unselfish  purpose,  to  feel  how  incomparably  superior  these  are, 
for  ourselves  and  our  dear  ones,  to  mere  things  which  can  be  bought  and 
sold — is  to  put  life  on  its  right  basis. 

To  gain  even  a  glimmering  perception  of  the  value  of  one  immortal  soul, 
our  own  or  another's,  of  its  possibilities  and  its  perils ;  to  realize  that  we  are 
truly  our  brother's  keeper,  and  that  the  number  of  our  brothers  is  countless — 
stirs  one  to  eager  resolve  to  do  and  give  one's  utmost  to  help  to  bring  these 
wandering  souls  back  to  the  Father's  love.  God  grant  to  us  this  clear  vision 
that  we  lack  ! 

Who  of  us  gives  up  the  self  with  the  complete  and  joyful  devotion  for 
which  the  Master-looks?  How  few  have  learned  to  seek  not  their  own  but 
another's  weal !  We,  comfortable,  easy-going  stay-at-homes,  complacent 
in  our  usual  round  of  selfish  busy-ness,  may  well  blush  to  think  of  the  sac- 
rifices our  missionaries  are  making.  Said  Mrs.  Alice  Gordon  Gulick,  well- 
beloved,  "Are  there  two  standards  of  Christian  living,  one  for  those  at  home, 
that  they  may  have  all  comfort  and  luxury,  and  another  for  us  on  the  field, 
tliat  we  must  bear  pinching  and  weariness  to  carry  on  the  work  that  belongs 
to  you  just  as  much  as  to  us  ? "  How  many  missionaries  have  turned  away,  not 
only  from  all  good  things,  but  from  father  and  mother,  and  wife  and  children, 
and  brethren,  that  they  may  carry  the  gospel  to  the  perishing,  while  we  here 
at  home  give  up  nothing — nothing  that  we  really  miss.  We  have  not  yet 
begun  to  learn  that  all  that  we  are  and  all  that  we  have  are  ours  only  that  we 
may  spend  them  joyfully,  eagerly,  for  him.  By  humble  resolve,  and  stern, 
persistent,  costly  sacrifice  we  must  win  that  complete  devotion  wdiich  to-day 
we  so  sadly  lack. 

Love  is  "the  greatest  thing  in  the  world";  the  most  powerful,  tlie  most 
precious,  the  most  divine.  Dares  any  one  of  us  say  that  we  love  enough, 
that  in  this  we  have  no  lack?  We  are  fond  of  those  near  us  in  locality  and 
sympathy,  but  callous  and  practically  indifferent  to  those  a  little  farther  off. 
The  calls  for  help  from  Macedonia  have  been  repeated  and  heart-piercing, 
but  who  of  us  has  gone  hungrv  for  an  hour  or  denied  ourselves  one  ornament 
that  we  may  send  food  and  clothing  to  those  starving  and  naked?    Who  of 


Our  Dail-^  Prayer  in  Marck 


126 


usv  reading  of  the  war  clouds  in  the  far  East,  spares  an  anxious  thought  or 
gives  over  one  pleasant  plan  in  behalf  of  those  who  may  soon  be  widows  and 
orphans?  Mrs.  Howard  Taylor  tells  us  that  in  China  as  many  human  beings 
as  all  in  Boston  die  every  half  month,  and  only  the  least  fraction  have  ever 
known  of  their  Father,  yet  we  make  no  move  to  tell  them  of  his  love.  We 
read  of  him  who  came  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many,  and  if  we  are 
stirred  at  all  it  is  with  so  faint  and  vague  a  response  that  our  outer  life  is 
little  changed.  The  love  that  should  be  steadfast,  eager,  passionate,  glow- 
ing, joyful,  self-forgetful,  is  fitful  and  half-hearted. 

Oh,  women  !  we  lack  many  gifts,  many  graces  ;  we  need  the  eternal  years 
that  we  may  grow  to  be  like  him,  our  pattern.  For  the  lack  of  these  three 
essentials — the  true  vision,  the  complete  consecration,  the  glowing  love — we 
are  ourselves  to  blame.  May  the  meditations  of  these  Lenten  days  help  us 
to  see  our  need  and  to  find  its  supply  through  the  riches  of  the  One  who 
giveth  grace  for  grace. 


Out  Daily  Prayer  in  Marcli 

We  are  to  pray  in  the  first  days  of  the  month  for  blessings  somewhat  gen- 
eral, but  the  need  is  just  as  great  as  for  lielp  for  individuals.  Let  us  be 
earnest  in  these  petitions.  Turning  to  Bulgaria,  the  need  and  the  workers 
there,  the  heart  springs  up  in  quick  intercession.  We  have  so  much  ;  that 
people  has  so  little. 

Miss  Maltbie,  with  Miss  Baird  and  eight  Bulgarian  helpers,  carries  on  the 
girls'  school.  This  year  she  has  had  one  hundred  and  seventeen  pupils, 
fifty-eight  of  whom  are  boarders.  The  course  of  study  is  varied,  practical, 
and  adapted  to  fit  for  wide  usefulness.  Miss  Haskell,  a  missionary  daughter, 
long  the  associate  of  Miss  Maltbie,  has  been  transferred  to  Salonica,  where 
she  has  charge  of  the  important  work  for  women.  Mrs.  Thompson,  with 
her  children,  is  now  in  Scotland,  her  home,  seeking  health  and  strength. 
Mrs.  Clarke  is  one  of  the  missionary  wives  whose  Christian  life,  though  not 
conspicuous,  has  far-reaching  results.  Mrs.  Baird  has  care  of  the  work 
among  women,  while  Miss  Baird  is  the  assistant  in  the  large  school. 

Mrs.  Haskell,  full  of  blessed  memories  and  experiences,  is  now  in  Salon- 
ica, where  her  faith  and  presence  are  a  stay  in  troubled  times.  Mrs.  Marsh, 
whose  name  is  one  of  the  first  seven  missionaries  of  the  W.  B.  M.,  finds  her 
influence  continually  increasing  after  years  of  helpfulness.  May  she  see 
abundant  fruit  of  her  labor.  Miss  Clarke  finds  that  the  fifty  children  in  her 
kindergarten  bring  her  into  close  touch  with  many  homes,  and  the  work  is 
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growing  and  full  of  promise.  Mrs.  Ostrander,  a  new  recruit,  must  still  give 
much  time  to  language  study,  but  looks  with  hope  and  enthusiasm  to  the 
people  she  longs  to  serve. 

Truly,  Macedonia  still  cries,  as  in  the  vision  of  St.  Paul,  Come  over  and 
help  us  !  and  the  native  Christians  there  need  our  sympathy  and  our  prayers. 
Mrs.  Bond  has  done  a  great  good  in  touring  and  in  giving  medical  help  to 
women,  though  not  professionally.  Now  her  own  strength  feels  the  long 
labor,  and  she  is  needing  rest.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  year's  excitement  and 
the  great  distress  all  about  them.  Miss  Cole  and  Miss  Mathews  have  stayed 
bravely  at  their  post,  caring  for  nearly  fifty  pupils.    Miss  Mathews  writes, 

We  are  so  busy  that  we  have  no  time  for  fear."  Mrs.  Holway,  who  shared 
the  distress  of  mind  and  soul  in  the  troubles  of  last  May  which  caused  the 
death  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Haskell,  is  now  in  Switzerland  tr3  ing  to  recover  from 
the  strain.  Miss  Stone,  so  well  known  and  beloved,  needs  no  introduction, 
but  she  will  rejoice  to  think  that  on  this  day  we  pray  specially  for  her. 

The  mission  at  Foochow  reports  some  most  encouraging  facts.  Mrs. 
Hartwell,  a  veteran,  is  an  emerita^  full  of  good  works,  greatly  revered  by 
all.  Mrs.  Whitney,  herself  in  delicate  health,  yet  as  the  wife  of  a  physi- 
cian, finds  man}'  openings  for  helping  needy  souls.  Miss  Hartwell,  one  of 
the  missionary  women  who  are  equal  to  any  emergency,  was  for  two  years 
acting  principal  of  the  college.  Her  energy,  faith  and  pra3'er  make  her  a 
stimulus  to  all  whom  she  touches.  Now  that  she  is  here  for  rest,  many  of 
us  will  doubtless  see  and  hear  her.  Like  all  new  missionaries,  Mrs.  Hodous 
needs  special  grace  to  help  in  language  study  and  in  growing  used  to  the 
sights  of  heathendom.  She  is  full  of  interest  in  the  work  opening  before  her, 
and  in  our  missionary  letters  in  this  number  you  will  find  a  glimpse  of  some 
of  her  work.  Mrs.  Peet,-the  wife  of  the  president,  is  herself  a  valuable 
teacher  in  the  college.  Miss  Wiley,  whose  home  is  in  Oregon,  is  also  a 
most  useful  college  teacher,  helping  her  pupils  to  Christian  lives.  Mrs. 
Kinnear,  wife  of  the  physician,  in  addition  to  the  care  of  her  own  family, 
has  been  a  teacher  of  music.  She  has  also  much  skill  in  photography,  and 
her  camera  has  done  telling  work  to  aid  the  missionary  cause.  Mrs.  Beard, 
now  in  this  country  on  furlough,  has  had  charge  of  the  work  for  women  at 
Foochow.  To  Mrs.  Hubbard^  daughter  of  Dr.  Peet,  a  former  missionary, 
is  largely  due  the  opening  and  the  maintenance  of  the  important  work 
among  women  at  Pagoda  Anchorage.  Miss  Chittenden,  full  of  love  for  the 
Chinese  women  and  girls,  and  remarkably  fluent  in  their  language,  comes 
close  to  many  lives  with  all  the  blessing  of  the  gospel.  Mrs.  Hinman's 
health  obliged  her  to  leave  Pagoda  Anchorage,  and  she  is  now  at  Shanghai, 
where  her  husband  is  secretary  for  China  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society. 
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Miss  Garretson,  in  charge  of  the  preparatory  department  of  the  girls'  col- 
lege, touches  her  pupils  at  their  most  plastic  age,  and  her  work  is  very  impor- 
tant. Miss  Newton,  a  most  efficient  and  devoted  worker,  witli  an  uncommon 
command  of  the  language,  stands  at  the  head  of  the  girls'  college.  Miss 
Worthley,  comparatively  a  new-comer,  is  already  a  highly-valued  helper, 
holding  always  lofty  ideals  before  her  pupils,  and  we  look  for  long  and 
blessed  service  from  her.  It  may  clear  some  confusion  to  remark  that  Pona- 
sang  is  a  suburb  of  the  great  city  of  Foochow,  and  that  the  girls'  college  at 
Foochow  and  the  girls'  boarding  school  at  Ponasang  are  the  same  institution. 
A  view  of  their  new  building  is  given  on  the  last  page  of  this  calendar.  Miss 
Osborne  is  at  present  teaching  in  the  boys'  college,  a  place  that  seemed 
providentially  open  to  her. 

Miss  Brown  not  only  teaches  the  kindergarten,  a  growing  and  most  im- 
portant work,  but  she  is  also  training  teachers  who  will  give  like  service  in 
towns  and  villages  where  no  missionaries  reside. 


(M-^  Sin  —  Loss 

BY  MARY  D.  BISBE 

Straight  lay  the  work  before  me,  but  I  turned  aside. 
"  Not  now,  my  Lord  ;  I  cannot  do  it  now,"  I  cried  ; 
"  To-morrow  or  some  other  day  it  shall  be  tried  !  " 

Swift  came  and  went  the  days  with  tireless  feet, 
And  still  in  negligence  I  sat  and  saw  them  fleet 
Away;  nor  raised  me  idle  from  my  seat. 

The  love  of  ease  had  grasped  my  soul  and  held  it  fast, 

And  at  her  feet  my  life,  my  all  I'd  cast. 

The  service  call  grew  fainter,  till  it  ceased  at  last; 

Then  turned  my  Lord  away  with  sorrowing  face, 
That  I  should  thus  reject  him  and  abase 
The  powers  he'd  given  in  his  loving  grace. 

I  lost  life's  greatest  blessing,  and  I  gained  God's  frown. 

Another  did  the  work — my  work — and  gained  renown, 

And  more,— God's  smile,  the  love  of  men,  and  heaven's  crown. 
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Missionary  Games 

A  Missionary  Match."  It  is  conducted  something  like  an  old-fashioned 
spelling  match.  Some  mission  country  is  selected  as  the  subject  and  sides 
are  chosen.  After  the  sides  are  arranged  opposite  each  other,  the  choosers, 
first  upon  one  side  and  then  upon  the  other,  give  an  item — no  matter  how 
short — about  the  country  or  mission  which  is  the  topic,  and  so  proceed  all 
the  way  down  the  lines.  The  first  one  that  fails  to  recall  an  item  moves  out 
of  the  ranks.  The  side  that  longer  keeps  one  or  more  in  place  has  the 
privilege  of  choosing  the  subject  for  next  time. — Exchange. 

Countries  and  Characters"  may  be  played  the  same  as  "Beast,  Bird 
and  Fish."  One  player  throws  a  knotted  handkerchief  to  another  and  calls 
out,  "  Africa,"  "  China,"  "  India,"  and  then  counts  ten  if  possible  before 
the  second  player  can  name  some  worker  or  place  connected  with  the 
country  specified. 

Another  game  is  to  decide  upon  some  letter  for  a  starting  point,  and  have 
a  contest  to  see  who  can  write  in  a  certain  time  the  longest  list  of  names  of 
places  or  persons  in  mission  countries  beginning  with  that  letter. — Selected, 


Suggestions  for  Auxiliary  Meetings 

For  April:  Chapter  IV  in  Rex  Christus — Christian  Missions,  Part  I 

Every  auxiliary  needs  a  map  of  China  to  be  used  at  every  meeting.  If  nothing 
better  be  available,  the  little  outline  between  pages  28  and  29  of  Rex  Christus  can  be 
enlarged  on  a  blackboard.  Even  if  roughly  done  it  will  help  to  make  clear  the  loca- 
tion of  our  mission  stations.  If  one  has  access  to  the  fine  large  Atlas  of  Protestant 
Missions,  prepared  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Beach,  it  will  be  encouraging  to  note  also  the  work 
of  other  societies. 

It  would  be  well  also  to  put  on  the  blackboard  the  list  of  our  four  missions  and  their 
stations,  and  to  read  them  together  once  or  twice  in  concert,  to  make  sure  that  they 
are  familiar  to  all.  The  slip  containing  names  and  addresses  of  our  missionaries  in 
China  has  already  been  widely  distributed,  and  Miss  Hartshorn  will  gladly  send  all 
that  are  wanted. 

As  the  study  of  our  medical  work  in  China  will  be  taken  up  in  detail  in  September, 
that  part  of  Chapter  IV  may  be  passed  over  at  present.  Some  one  should  give  a 
sketch  of  Robert  Morrison  and  his  work,  and  some  other  woman  might  tell  of  Robert 
Milne,  both  stories  told  in  the  monthly  lesson  leaflet  for  the  month. 

With  Mr.  Beard's  article  and  the  story  of  Christian  literature  in  this  magazine 
we  have  ample  material  for  all  our  study  time.  At  this  meeting,  too,  we  shall  use  our 
pictures,  Nos.  11  to  16. 

Never  forget  to  give  time  to  missionary  letters  and  recent  news;  and  pray  much  for 
native  workers  and  Christians  there.  Pray  that  the  kingdom  may  come  and  God's 
will  be  done  in  China  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
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Twelve  Little  Pilgrims  Who  Stayed  at  Home.  By  Lucy  Jameson 
Scott.    Published  by  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.    Pp.  271.    Price,  $1. 

This  attractive  story  of  "Fireside  Travels"  is  dedicated,  "To  the  girls 
and  boys  everywhere  who  are  helping  to  send  the  glad  tidings  into  heathen 
lands"  ;  and  the  story  is  told  bv  the  editor — more  widely  known  as  Mrs.  O. 
W.  Scott — of  the  Methodist  counterpart  of  Mission  Dayspring^  called  the 
Children' s  Missionary  Friend.  The  illustrations  in  half-tone  are  charm- 
ing, and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  at  the  very  threshold  the  appearance  of  the 
book  should  be  cheapened  by  half  a  dozen  coarse  w^ood  cuts. 

Mrs.  Scott  not  only  knows  the  way  to  the  hearts  of  children,  but  she 
knows  how  to  depict  real  flesh  and  blood  children,  so  tiiat  they  live  and 
move  and  have  their  being  through  this  account  o.f  how  they  "  saw  not  a 
little  of  Japan,  China  and  India,  and  learned  many  curious  and  interesting 
things." 

When  these  twelve  girls  are  searching  about  for  an  appropriate  motto,  one 
little  girl  jumped  up  with  a  cheerful :  "  Pve  just  thought  of  one,  '  i\nd  Jesus 
said  unto  his  disciples,  forget  me  not.'  "  And  while  a  subdued  smile  went 
round  the  group  the  wise  teacher  chose  that  motto  as  meaning,  "  We  will 
not  forget  his  children  in  other  lands."  Some  boys  came  in  one  rainy  day 
*'  to  hear  what  the  globe  trotters  said,"  and  they  were  allowed  to  remain, 
and  were  eventually  voted  in  as  "  honorable  members,"  although  honorary 
was  suggested  as  the  proper  word.  No  better  way  to  interest  a  young  girl 
in  missions  could  be  found  than  through  the  medium  of  this  charming  story. 

Child  Life  in  Many  Lands.  Edited  by  H.  Clay  Trumbull,  D.D.  Pub- 
lished by  Revell  Co.    Pp.  215.    Price,  $1. 

Dr.  Trumbull  writes  the  introduction  to  this  collection  of  sketches  of 
children  among  our  immigrants  and  in  the  slums  and  in  a  day  nursery  and 
among  the  American  Indians,  as  well  as  about  other  children  all  over  the 
world. 

The  sketches  are  written  by  such  specialists  as  Mrs.  Ballington  Booth, 
Mrs.  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman,  Mrs.  Dr.  Hepburn,  Mrs.  James  S.  Dennis 
and  others,  who  have  lived  in  tlie  countries  where  these  children  are  found. 

Medical  Missions^  Teaching  and  Healing.  By  Louise  C.  Purington, 
M.D.    Published  by  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.    Price,  10  cents. 

Dr.  Purington  is  well  known  to  those  ladies  of  our  Board  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston.  She  is  connected  with  a  school  in  Dorchester,  and  for 
several  years  had  charge  of  the  Young  People's  Work  of  Suflblk  Branch. 
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This  little  brochure  which  she  has  written  is  full  of  interesting  facts  con- 
cerning the  knowledge  and  practice  of  medicine  by  women  of  all  ages,  from 
the  mother  of  Socrates  to  the  latest  medical  missionary  sent  out  by  the 
Woman's  Board.  Wiien  our  author  asserts  that  Dr.  Fannie  Butler,  of  Eng- 
land, who  went  to  India  in  1880,  was  "  tlie  first  woman  medical  missionary 
to  India,"  our  Methodist  sisters  will  not  fail  to  remind  her  that  their  beloved 
Clara  Swain,  who  did  such  notable  work  in  India,  preceded  Dr.  Butler  by 
ten  years  and  was  really  the  first  woman  to  go  as  a  physician  to  the  women 
of  the  East. 

G.  H.  C. 

Sidelights  from  Periodicals 

Japan. — The  Independent  for  January  21st  contains  an  article  by  Rev. 
J.  H.  De  Forest  of  the  American  Board,  entitled  "  The  Japan  of  1903," 
which  is  a  thoughtful  and  interesting  sketch  of  present  conditions. 

China. — The  Independent  for  December  31st  gives  an  illustrated  article 
on  "  The  Real  Rulers  of  China." 

Bearing  less  directly  on  the  work  of  foreign  missions  is  a  story  by  John 
La  Farge  in  the  Century  for  February,  entitled,  "  A  Fiji  Festival."  Also, 
in  the  Ce^ttuiy  for  January,  "Latest  News  from  Lhasa,"  the  personal 
adventures  in  Thibet  of  a  Buddhist  priest  of  Japan. 


Woman 's  Board  of  ^Missions 

Receipts  from  December  18,  1903,  to  January  18,  1904. 
iAIiss  Sarah  Louise  Day,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Amherst.— Co\^^.  Cli.,  1  CO 

Eastern  Maine  Branch.— 'Sirs.  J.  S.  Wheel- 
wrifiht.  Treas.  Bangor,  First  Cli.,  Aux., 
8;  Calais,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  30.90;  (ireen- 
ville,  Aux.,  6.50;  Searsport,  First  Ch., 
C.  E.  Soc,  17;  Thomaston,  Aux.,  15. 
Less  expenses,  28,  49  40 

Western  Maine  Branch.— Mrs.  C.  C.  Chap- 
man, Treas.  liath.  Central  Ch.,  Aux., 
15.50;  Hallowell,  Aux.,  25;  North  Ber- 
wick, Jufltre  Nath'l  Hobbs,  "In  memory 
of  IVlrs.  Ellen  F.  Ilobbs,"  25;  Waterford, 
Aux.,  20,  85  50 

Total,         135  90 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Milford.—A  Friend,  40 
New  Hampshire  Branch.— Mrs.  Allen  L. 
French,  Treas.    Atkinson,  C.  E.  Soc, 


10;  Dover,  Knolley's  Mission  Circle,  40; 
Lyme,  Children's  Mite  Boxes,  2,15,  52  15 

Total,  52  55  - 


VERMONT. 

Saxt07Vs  Itiver.-Cowfi;.  Ch.,  10  00 

Vermont  Jira7ich.—MYs.  T.  ]\T.  Howard, 
Treas.  Ascutneyville,  10;  Barton,  Th. 
Off.,  7.50;  Hrattleboro,  West  (Th.  Off., 
G.05),  8.30,  S.  S.,  10;  Burlincton,  First 
Ch.,  94.25,  College  St.  Ch.,  37.35 ;  Chester, 
Th  Off.,  14.25;  Danville,  4.35;  Franklin, 
C.  E.  Soc,  3;  Glover,  West,  Th.  Off. 
5.70;  Hiiiesburg,  Th.  Off.»^3.25;  Hyde 
Park,  North  Ch.,  Th.  Off.,  2!75;  Jericho, 
Second  Ch.,  9;  Ludlow,  Th.  Off.,  12.95; 
Lyndonville,  Th.  Off.,  1.40;  New  Haven, 
7.30;  Newport  (Th.  Off.,  41,  of  wh.  25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Georgena  Cattanach), 
46.41 ;   Norwich  (with  prev.  coutri.  to 
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const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Sawyer),  Th. 
Off.,  11.22;  Randolph,  C.  E.  Soc,  10; 
Kichmoiid,  C.  E.  Soc,  2 ;  Saxtou's  River, 
Merry  Rills,  3  50;  Sheldon,  1,50;  St. 
Johusbury,  North  Cb.  (add'l  Th.  Off., 
4.50),  39.93;  Westminster,  C.  E.  Soc,  5; 
Westminster  West,  Th.  Off.,  3.85;  Wi- 
nooski,  Th.  Off.,  3.15;  Yergennes,  S.  S., 
20.   Less  expenses,  51.04,  326 


Total, 


336  87 


LEGACIES. 


Newbury.— 'L.egTicy  of  Mrs.  Frances  F. 
Atkinson,  through  Treas.  of  Vermont 
Branch,  100  00 

5i^anicm.— Legacy  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  H. 
Dean,  by  H.  ^\.  Stone,  Exr.,  1,731  21 

ffindsor.— Legacy  of  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Free- 
man, through  Treas.  of  Vermont 
Branch,  1,290  25 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andover  and  Wobum  Branch— 'Sirs.  G. 
W.  Dinsmoie,  Treas.  Andover,  South 
Ch.,  28;  Lexington,  Aux.,  47.93;  Lowell, 
Kirk  St.  Ch.,  8.10;  xMalden,  Maplewood 
Ch.,  Aux.,  25.88,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  17;  Win- 
chester, First  Cong.  Ch.,  Offertory  En- 
velopes, 5,  131  91 

Barnstable  Co.  £ranc/i.— Miss  Amelia 
Snow,  Treas.  East  Falmouth,  Aux.,  3; 
Hyannis,  4,  7  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— 'Mrs.  Charles  E.  West, 
Treas.  Adams,  Aux.,  7;  Adams,  Xortli, 
Aux.,  170.11;  Dalton,  A  Friend,  New 
Year's  Gift,  200;  Great  Barrington, 
Aux.,  43.55,  S.  S.,  6.70;  Hinsdale,  Aux., 
20;  Housatonic,  Aux.,  15;  Lee,  Second 
Ch.,  Aux.,  125;  Pittsfield,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  22;  Sheffield,  Aux.,  17.25;  West 
Stockbridge,  Aux.,  10,  636  61 

Canton.— Cong.  Ch.,  Woman's  Miss'y 
Union,  2  00 

Centreville.—S.  S.,  6  00 

Chicopee.—X  Friend,  80 

Essex  South  Branch.— SWss  Nannie  L. 
Odell,  Treas.  Lvnn,  North  Ch.,  Cradle 
Roll,  1.25;  Salem',  Two  Friends,  15,  Tab- 
ernacle Ch.,  Y.  M.  Aux.,  36;  South 
Lynnfield,  Aux.,  10,  62  25 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.— 'SUss  Lucy  A.  Spar- 
hawk,  Treas.  Conway,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  7; 
East  Charlemont,  Mrs.  Whiting,  5; 
Greenfield,  Aux.,  18.70;  Sunderland, 
Prim.  Dept.,  S.  S.,  5.95,  36  65 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— 'SMss  Harriet 
J.  Kneeland,  Treas.  Amherst,  South, 
Aux.,  30;  Easthampton,  6.60;  Williams- 
burg, Missionary  Threads,  5.12,  41  72 

Middlesex  Branch.— 'Sirs.  E.  H.  Bigelow, 
Treas.  Ashland,  Cong.  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc, 
20;  HoUiston,  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Saxonville, 
Edwards  Cong.  Ch,,  8.50;  Welleslev, 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Whiting,  Christmas  Off., 
10,  43  50 

Milton.— 'SI.  L.  R.,  62  50 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— 'SUss  Sarah 
B,  Tirrell,  Treas.  Abington,  Aux,,  (Th. 
Off.,  18.50),  28;  Braintree,  Aux.(Th,  Off., 
4.15),  10.20;  Brockton,  South  Ch.,  Aux. 
(Th.  Off.,  29.11)  50;  Halifax,  Aux.  (Th. 
Off.,  9.06),  30.46;  Hanson,  Aux.,  18.57; 
Plvmpton,  Aux.  (Th.  Off,,  12.80),  13.80; 
Qiiincy,  Bethany  Ch.,  C,  E.  Soc,  5;  Scit- 
uate  Centre,  Aux.,  6.35;  Sharon,  Aux., 


12.15;  Stoughton,  Aux.,  17  70;  Wey- 
mouth, East,  Aux.,  40;  Wevmouth, 
South,  Old  South  Ch.,  Aux.  (th.  Off., 
31,25),  31.90;  Wollastou,  First  Ch.,  Little 
Mission  Band,  10,  274  13 

North  Middlesex  Branch.— Sirs.  Wayland 
Spaulding,  Treas.  Ashbv,  Aux.,  15; 
Concord,  S.  S.  Miss'y  Ass'n,  40;  Fitch- 
burg,  C.  C.  Ch,,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Temple, 

I,  40,  King's  Dau,,  1;  Groton,  West,  S. 

S,.  20:  Littleton,  United  Workers,  6,70,  84  10 
Shelbume  Falls,  40 
Soidh  Hadley  i^aZ^^. -Christmas  Gift,  25  00 
Springfield —iiovnh  Cong.  Ch.,  125  00 

Springfield  Branch.— Sirs.  Mary  H.:Mitch- 
eil,  Treas.  Chester,  .Mission  Band,  5; 
Holyoke,  Second  Ch.,  Aux.,  30;  Spring- 
field, Hope  Ch,,  Cheerful  Workers,  5, 
Cradle  Roll,  1,  Memorial  Ch.,  Aux,, 

II,  95,  South  Ch.,  Aux,,  45.65;  West 
Springfield,  First  Ch.,  1.50;  Westfield, 
First  Ch.,  S,  S.,  25,  125  10 

Suffolk  Branch.— SWss  :\Iary  L,  Pelkey, 
Treas.  Arlington,  Pleasant  St.  Ch,, 
Bradshaw  Miss'y  Ass'n,  25;  Boston, 
Central  Ch.,  Jr.  Aux.,  218,  Mt.  Vernon 
Ch„Aux„4,  Y.  L.,  8.50,  Old  South  Ch., 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Hamilton  Hill,  50,  ^Nlizpah 
S.  S  Class,  Dau.  of  the  Cov.,  3u,  Park  St. 
Ch.,  Jr,  Aux,,  40,  Union  Cli.,  Y,  L.  Aux,, 
51;  Brookline,  Harvard  Ch.,  Aux.,  100; 
Chelsea,  Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  50,  Third 
Ch.,  Prim.  Dept.,  S.  S.,  5;  Dedham,  Aux., 
25;  Dorchester,  Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  11, 
Second  Ch.,  Go  Forth  Mi.ssion  Band,  11; 
Hyde  Park,  Aux.,  96  t>2;  Jamaica  Plain, 
Dau.  of  the  Cov.,  10;  Needham,  Aux., 
20;  Newton,  Eliot  Ch,,  Aux,,  260;  New- 
tonville,  Aux.  (with  prev.  contri,  const. 
L.  M'3  .Mrs.  Julia  .Alorris  Butler,  Mrs. 
Grace  Tinker  Davis,  .Mrs.  Caroline  Vose 
Cobb,  Mrs,  Jessie  Elizabeth  Cary,  ."Mrs. 
Ellen  Sherman  Corson,  Miss  Florence 
Louise  Grain,. Miss  Helen  Banfield  Tufts), 
16;  Roxbury,  Highland  Ch,,  Extra-cent- 
a-day  Band,  5,  S,  S.  (Christmas  Off.,  6.75), 
7.95,  Int.  and  Prim,  Dept.,  S.  S.,  9  48,  .M  rs. 
A.  W^.  Bogart's  S.  S.  Class,  1.50,  Imnian- 
uel  Ch.,  Aux.,  39.78,  Walnut  Ave.  Ch,, 
Aux,,  80;  Somerville,  Broadway  Ch., 
Aux.  (Th.  Off.,  23.78),  39.20,  Earnest 
Workers,  25;  Waltham,  Trinitarian  Ch., 
Aux.,  5;  Wellesley  Hills,  Aux.,  38,  1,281  43 
Wellesley  College,  27  00 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Sirs.  Ida  L.  Be- 
meiit,  Treas.  Charlton,  Cong.  Ch.,  3; 
Gilbertville,  S,  S.,  50;  Holden,  Aux.  (Th. 
Off.,  10.84),  24  12;  North  Brookfield, 
Aux,,  6.25;  Petersham,  Mrs,  Anna 
Dawes  McNutt,  100;  Rutland,  Woman's 
Union,  7;  Webster,  First  Cong,  Ch.,  5; 
Winchendon,  Aux,  (50  of  wh,  const.  L, 
M's  Mrs.  Florence  .M.  Coolidge,  Mrs.  El- 
vira Hill),  77;  Worcester,  Park  Ch.,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  1.30,  Piedmont  Ch.,  Aux. 
(prev.  contri.  const,  L.  M's  Mrs.  Elisha 
Tolman,  Mrs.  Silas  H.  Batchellor,  Mrs. 
Augusta  R.  Chase,  Mrs,  Hannah  M. 
Greenwood,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Twitchell,  Mrs. 
Wm.  F.  Hyde),  273  67 


Total, 


3,246  77 


Plymouth.— 'Legacy  of  Sarah  T.  B.  Samp- 
son, by  J.  W.  Cooper,  Exr.,  15  GO 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.— ^\xs.  Clara  J. 
Barnefleld,  Treas.  Newport,  Friends, 
3.58;  Feacedale,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  32; 
Providence,  Academy  Ave.,  Tlie  Sun- 
beams, 10,  Beneficent  Cli.,  Cradle  Roll, 
6.15,  Central  Ch.,  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Salis- 
bury, 5,  Elm  wood  Temple,  Prim.  Dept., 
S.  S.,  3.60,  60  33 


Total, 


60  33 


OONNEOTIOUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.— Misa  Mary  I. 
Lockwood,  Treas.  Central  Village, 
Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  3.16;  Groton,  S.  S.,  7; 
Colchester,  Aux.  (const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  VVil- 
liam  Patten),  25;  Lebanon,  Aux.,  Th. 
Off.,  10;  New  London,  Second  Ch.,  Th. 
Off.,  Add'l,  1;  Norwich,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  21,  Broadway  Ch.,  Aux.,  20;  Pom- 
fret,  Aux.,  32,  119  16 

flari/orc?  ^rawc/i.—INIrs.M.BradfordScott, 
Treas.  Berlin,  Aux.,  80;  Enfield,  L.  B. 
Soc,  50;  Farminfjton,  Aux.,  29.55;  Hart- 
ford, Asylum  Hill  Ch.,  Aux.,  174.75, 
Farmington  Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  2,  C.  E. 
Soc,  5,  First  Ch.,  M.  C,  15,  Home  Dept., 
S.  S.,  9.75;  Long  Hill,  Union  S.  S.,3.85; 
New  Britain,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  115.07, 
South  Ch.,  Cradle  Roll,  2;  Somers,  C.  E. 
Soc,  20;  West  Hartford,  Aux.,  26.73, 
Greystone  Light  Bearers  Mission  Circle, 
1.50,  535  20 

New  Haven  Branch.— 'Miss  Julia  Twining, 
Treas.  Ansonia,  Aux.,  45;  Cheshire, 
Aux.,  38.50,  C.  E.  Soc,  3;  Cromwell, 
Eatan  Circle,  20;  Darien,  Aux.,40^  Deep 
River,  Aux.  (const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Jane  E. 
Marvini,  25;  Durham,  Aux.,  20,  Light 
Bearers,  3.50;  Fairfield,  Friends,  10; 
Greenwich,  Aux.,  36.65;  Guilford,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  20;  Hadlyme,  C.  E.  Soc,  5; 
Higganum,  Aux.,  33.84;  Hotchkissville, 
C.  E.  Soc,  10;  Kent,  Aux.,  25.25;  Kil- 
lingsworth,  Aux.,  15;  Litchfield,  Mis- 
sion Band,  195;  Middlebury,  C.  E.  Soc, 
25;  Middletown,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  75.72; 
Morris,  Aux.,  27;  Mount  Carmel,  C.  E. 
Soc,  10;  Naugatuck,  Aux.,  15;  New 
Haven,  Welcome  Hall,  S.  S.,  17.42;  New- 
town, Aux.,  12.50;  North  Madison,  Aux., 
8.36;  North  Woodbury,  C.  E.  Soc,  10; 
Norwalk,  Aux.,  4.95;  Roxbury,  C.  E., 
Friends,  7;  Salisbury,  Aux.,  10;  Sound 
Beach,  First  Ch.,  Woman's  Miss.  Soc, 
20;  Warren,  Aux.,  13;  Watertown,  Aux., 
19;  Westbrook,  Aux.  (25  of  wh.  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  S.  C.  Bailey),  32.25; 
Westfield,  C.  E.  Soc,  10;  Winsted,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  Aux.,  33.84,  Friends,  200,  Miss 
Ogden,  35,  1,131  78 


Total,      1,786  14 

LEGACY. 

New  Haven.— Leeacy  of  Cynthia  Chat- 
field,  by  H.  C.  Warren,  Trustee,  add'l,  2,748  01 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York  State  Branch.— Mrs.  F.  M. 
Turner,  Treas.  Berkshire,  Aux.  (const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  C.  M.  Ball),  25;  Brooklyn, 
Lewis  Ave.  Ch.,  Evangel  Circle,  38, 
Earnest  Workers,  73.50,  Park  Ch.,  Aux., 
5;  Richmond  Hill  Ch.,  Aux.,  16,  Tomp- 


kins Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  50,  King's  Dau.,  25 ; 
Buffalo,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  188;  Bancroft, 
Aux.,  20,  Niagara  Square  Ch.,  Aux.,  40, 
Pilgrim  Ch.,  Woman's  Miss'y  Soc,  15; 
Harford,  Pa.,  Aux.,  14;  LocKport,  Home 
for  the  Friendless,  Jr.  C.  E.,  1;  Madrid, 
C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Middletown,  First  Ch., 
Aux.  (25  of  wh.  const.  L.  M.,  Mrs.  E.  G. 
Medrick),  32.99;  Moriah,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Dewey,  10;  New  York,  Mrs.  George  S, 
Hickok,  5,  Manhattan  Ch.,  Aux.,  35.50; 
^Jorwich,  Prim.  Dept.,  S.  S.,  5;  Oakdale, 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Newton,  5;  Patchogue, 
Aux.,  20;  Rensselaer  Falls,  C.  E.  Soc, 
2.50;  Rocky  Point,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Hallock 
(with  prev.  contri.  to  const,  self  L.  M.), 
15;  Syracuse,  A  Friend  of  Missions,  5, 
Dantorth  Ch.,  Aux.  (25  of  wh.  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  EUaE.  Cook), 45,  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  58;  Walton,  Aux.,  30;  West  Win- 
field,  Aux.,  26.40.   Less  expenses,  93.69,  716  20 


Total, 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 


716  20 


Philadelphia  Branch.— M\ss  Emma  Fla- 
vell,  Treas.  D.  C,  Washington,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  115;  A^.  J.,  Bound  Brook, 
Prim.  Dept.,  S.  S.,  3.60;  Jersey  City, 
First  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5.35;  Orange 
Valley,  Aux.,  23.08;  Va.,  Herndon,  C. 
E.  Soc,  10,  157  03 


Total, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Oxford.— Wiss  Mary  M.  Foote, 


Total, 


157  03 

12  00 
12  00 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Southern  Pines.— Harriet  A.  Barrows,  5, 
Anna  M.  Foster,  5,  10  CO 

Total,  10  00 

GEORGIA. 

Marshallville.—IjSimson    Normal   C.  E. 
Soc,  75 

Total,  76 

FLORIDA. 

W.  H.  M.  U.,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Butler,  Treas., 
Ormond  Miss'y  Soc,  Th.  Off.,  15  30 

15  30 


Total, 


Donations, 

Gifts  for  Special  Objects, 
Legacies, 


6,366  84 
163  00 
5,884  47 


Total,  $12,414  31 
MARY  H.  DAVIS  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Wood,  Boston,  Mass., 
in  memory  of  her  sister  Miss  Mary  H. 
Davis.  Income  for  support  of  Bed  in 
Hospital,  Ahmednagar,  1,000  00 

Total  from  Oct.  18, 1903,  to  Jan.  18, 1904. 
Donations,  20,142  35 

Gifts  for  Special  Objects,  851  11 

Legacies,  8>324  19 

Total,  $29,317  65 


IprtBibtnt. 

Mrs.  a.  p.  PECK, 
819  Fifteenth  Street,  Oakland,  Cal. 


JForeign  g>frretar0. 

Mrs.  C.  W,  FARNAM, 
Fruitvale,  Cal. 


QirpaHurer. 
Mrs.  S.  M.  DODGE, 
1275  Sixth  Avenue,  Oakland,  Cal. 


Lettez  fzom  Miss  Wiley 


FoocHow,  China,  September  lo,  1903. 


On  writing  the  reports  of  the  individual  Bible  women  in  my  care  during 
the  past  year,  I  find  that  the  work  of  Mi-Nguong  Sing  (W.  B.  M.)  and  of 
Ling  Huoi-mu  (W.  B.  M.  P.)  are  too  closely  connected  to  admit  of  a  sepa- 
rate report. 

The  removal  of  the  chapel  to  a  more  roomy  building  has  been  a  great 
benefit  to  the  station  class  which  Mi-Nguong  Sing  has  so  faithfully  taught 
for  some  years.  More  women  could  be  admitted  to  the  class,  and  they  were 
so  much  more  comfortable  that  they  made  better  progress  than  when  crowded 
into  the  little  room  at  Au-haeng.  The  class  now  meets  in  the  loft  of  the 
chapel,  where  an  occasional  breeze  can  blow  through  and  reduce  the  tem- 
perature a  little  in  that  stifling  city. 

The  largest  number  of  women  at  any  one  time  during  the  year  was  seven- 
teen. Those  who  had  already  learned  to  read  somewhat  sat  at  a  long  table 
at  one  end  of  the  loft  and  memorized  portions  of  the  Bible  and  read  from  the 
Romanized  New  Testament.  Another  study  which  has  been  of  interest  to 
those  most  advanced  has  been  the  gospel  history  which  Miss  Hartwell  put 
into  Romanized  colloquial.  As  soon  as  they  learn  to  write  they  take  con- 
siderable pride  in  writing  the  answers  to  the  questions.  The  beginning  class 
sit  at  another  table  and  ponder  the  mysteries  hidden  in  the  primer. 

The  boys'  day  school  is  underneath  the  loft,  and  there  seems  to  be  lively 
competition  between  the  women  and  the  boys  as  to  who  can  make  the  most 
noise  and  hence  show  the  greater  diligence.  As  the  boys  are  in  the  majority, 
the  women  try  to  make  up  the  deficiency  b}^  a  greater  volume  of  sound  by 
each.  On  my  telling  the  women  that  they  would  progress  faster  if  they  put 
their  strength  into  thinking  rather  than  shouting,  one  woman  said  it  would 
be  impossible  to  learn  by  just  looking  at  the  words  ;  another  said  that  her  home 
was  lonely  and  these  "  lively  afternoons"  were  very  precious  to  her  ;  while 
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another  said  that  the  small  child  that  she  had  brought  would  conclude  that 
slie  was  good  natured  if  she  stopped  shouting  the  lesson  and  would  at  once 
become  naughty. 

It  was  a  work  of  some  days  before  the  new  members  were  reduced  to  a 
mild  hum  during  study  hours.  One  day  I  tried  having  them  whisper  while 
they  studied,  but  the  experiment  was  only  4  revelation  of  what  seventeen 
Chinese  women  can  do  when  they  set  out  to  out-do  each  other  whispering. 
The  humming  was  much  to  be  preferred.  In  spite  of  the  methods  the  women 
have  advanced  unusually  fast.  Besides  having  a  better  place  to  study,  per- 
haps an  additional  reason  for  their  more  rapid  improvement  was  that  the 
majority  were  relatives  of  church  members  and  were  really  anxious  to  learn 
for  the  truth's  sake. 

During  the  year  Mi-Nguong  Sing  was  ill,  and  obliged  to  go  to  the  hospital 
for  a  few  days  for  treatment.  She  went  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  and 
not  until  a  sedan  chair  was  sent  for  her  and  another  teacher  was  provided  for 
the  class.  On  her  return  she  said  that  God  had  taken  her  from  her  work 
that  she  might  have  time  to  pray  more  for  the  souls  of  the  women  whom  he 
had  entrusted  to  her. 

The  plague,  though  not  as  severe  as  it  was  last  year,  has  still  been  an  ever- 
present  fear  in  the  minds  of  all.  The  husbands  of  three  members  of  the  class 
died  of  it  in  one  week  during  July.  Others  have  lost  relatives  and  friends. 
Poor,  destitute  women  with  so  little  of  happiness  in  life !  How  much  they 
need  an  enduring  faith  in  a  better  world  ! 

A  pathetic  instance  came  to  my  attention  just  before  leaving  the  city  for 
the  summer.  A  girl  who  attended  the  class  three  years  ago  was  at  that 
time  taken  away  and  married  to  a  heathen.  Of  course  she  went  to  her 
husband's  house,  and  of  course  she  had  a  mother-in-law.  Mi-Nguong  Sing 
made  repeated  attempts  to  visit  the  little  wife,  but  as  the  visits  occasioned 
family  quarrels  they  were  discontinued.  So  the  girl  remained  in  her 
husband's  house  practically  a  prisoner,  with  a  mother-in-law  as  jailer.  Not 
long  ago  the  husband  and  mother-in-law  were  called  away  to  a  distant 
village  to  attend  a  feast  of  their  clan,  and  the  wife  was  left  at  home  in  the 
care  of  a  neighbor.  Three  years  of  patient  endurance  had  softened  the 
heart  of  the  neighbor  woman,  and  she  planned  a  rare  treat  for  the  neglected 
little  wife  left  in  her  care.  So  one  Sunday  she  came  to  church  with  her 
charge,  for  that  was  the  treat, — to  take  her  to  church.  I  wish  all  those  who 
think  lightly  of  church  privileges  might  have  seen  the  face  of  that  young 
woman  as  she  sat  "feasting  her  soul  on  manna  sweet."  Not  a  sentence 
of  the  preacher's  long  sermon  did  she  lose,  as  every  word  must  be  treasured 
up  to  comfort  her  lonely  heart  through  perhaps  three  years  more  of  captivity. 


Letter  from  Mrs.  Baldwin 
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At  the  end  of  the  service  in  the  women's  prayer  meeting  what  earnest 
prayers  were  offered  that  this  much-wronged  "little  one"  might  be  a  light 
in  her  dark  corner.  Mi-Nguong  Sing  exclaimed  with  tears  in  her  eyes  that 
she  knew  God  would  answer  her  prayers  during  the  past  three  years. 

When  the  record  of  deeds  done  here  are  recorded  in  the  light  of  eternity, 
how  many  beautiful  surprises  there  will  be  at  the  abundance  of  the  harvest 
in  the  hidden  places!  And  doubtless  no  one  will  bear  with  them  more 
sheaves  than  these  faithful  Chinese  Bible  women  who  have  gone  forth  bear- 
ing the  precious  seed. 

As  Mi-Nguong  Sing  has  not  been  strong  of  late,  it  was  decided  to  let  her 
spend  all  her  time  and  strength  on  the  women  of  the  class,  and  to  give  the 
visiting  to  Ling  Huoi-mu.  Her  son,  a  graduate  of  Foochow  College,  is 
preacher  at  tliis  chapel,  and  being  an  unmarried  man  it  was  necessary  to 
have  his  mother  with  him.  She  had  formerly  been  a  Bible  woman,  but 
later  family  duties  kept  her  at  home.  •  Now  that  the  widowed  daughter  of 
an  older  son  lives  with  her,  she  has  time  to  again  take  up  this  house-to- 
house  visiting.  She  has  gone  out  every  day  to  visit  the  people  and  talk  to 
them  of  the  "  doctrine."  Her  work  has  already  begun  to  show  results,  as 
the  attendance  at  church    has    increased    and  some    of  the  women  are 

learners,"  two  of  whom  have  unbound  their  feet.  On  certain  days  of  the 
week  Dr.  Stryker  holds  a  clinic  in  the  chapel,  and  Ling  Huoi-mu  then  has 
an  opportunity  to  speak  with  many  that  she  could  not  possibly  reach  in  her 
visits.  With  Mi-Nguong  Sing  as  teacher  and  Ling  Huoi-mu  to  do  the 
visiting  much  can  be  done  for  the  women,  and  is  being  done. 

The  lives  of  these  women  are  often  beautiful  examples  of  faith  and  trust, 
and  as  they  tell  of  their  work  and  how  God  leads  them  in  their  daily  duties 
it  gives  new  hope  that  the  women  of  China  shall  not  always  be  borne  down 
by  burdens  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear,  but  that  some  day  all  shall  know 
of  him  who  came  to  bear  them  for  us. 


Letter  from  Mrs.  Baldwin 

Writing  from  Brousa,  Dec.  ii,  1903,  in  anticipation  of  her  coming  visit  to  America, 
Mrs.  Baldwin  says  : — 

We  expect  to  bring  with  us  one  of  our  girls  from  the  orphanage  who  has 
been  with  us  here  in  this  school  the  past  year.  The  one  who  wants  her  to 
share  his  home  with  him  has  sent  money  for  traveling  expenses,  etc.,  and 
we  have  been  asked  to  take  one  or  two  other  Armenian  girls  with  us  if  the 
necessary  passport  can  be  procured. 

We  have  lost  one  of  our  boarders  since  the  beginning  of  our  term.  Her 
eyes  have  always  been  weak,  and  after  beginning  her  studies  this  year  they 
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pained  her  so  that  at  last',  after  taking  away  some  of  her  lessons,  she  gave 
up  altogether.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  her,  as  slie  was  a  large  girl,  and  so 
an  efficient  iielp  in  the  domestic  department.  As  the  girls  do  so  much  of 
the  work  it  makes  a  difference  when  the  older  girls  drop  out.  Temporarily, 
we  shall  lose  another  in  a  few  days  ;  the  doctor  has  said  she  must  not  study 
for  a  few  montlis,  and  as  her  home  is  in  Constantinople  it  seems  best  for  her 
to  go  and  rest  there.  She  is  a  good  scholar  and  a  senior,  so  that  it  would 
worry  her  to  stay  and  see  her  classmates  pushing  ahead.  If  she  is  able  to 
start  we  sliall  try  to  send  iier  w  itii  a  friend  next  Tuesday. 

Our  dear  Mariam,  you  know,  is  witli  us  again  this  year,  and  is  doing  such 
good  work,  but  unfortunately  just  now  is  suffering  greatly  from  her  old 
trouble, — rlieumatism.  Miss  Mianzara  came  in  this  morning  to  ask  my 
advice  about  taking  her  to  the  hot  sulphur  bath.  I  made  tlie  necessary 
arrangement,  and  the\^  have  gone  for  the  day.  Her  nerves  were  all  upset 
by  Yeonigth's  death,  and  I  think  this-  brought  about  tlie  sudden  attack.  I 
hope  it  will  go  in  the  same  way.  The  day  is  dull  and  rainy,  but  she  will  be 
well  wrapped  up,  and  no  one  could  better  care  of  hertlian  Miss  Mianzara.  I 
would  have  gone  with  them  if  I  had  not  planned  quite  another  sort  of  a  day. 

I  tliink  I  must  have  told  you  that  one  of  last  year's  graduates  has  gone  to 
Glasgow,  and  this  is  what  was  written  to  her  mother  the  other  day  :  "First 
of  all  I  am  delighted  to  tell  you  that  she  is  keeping  very  well;  she  seems  to 
like  Glasgow,  and  best  of  all  her  heart  is  in  her  work.  She  is  doing  all  her 
work  well,  and  is  especially  fond  of  the  medical  work,  not  turning  away 
now  when  she  sees  any  unpleasant  sight,  but  trying  for  His  sake  to  keep  the 
suffering.  Both  Dr.  D.  and  Dr.  C.  are  surprised  at  the  practical  way  in 
which  she  does  everything  and  she  so  vouiig.  Dr.  D.  savs  she  is  a  born 
nurse.  .  .  .  There  is  to  be  a  large  conference  at  Grove  Street  next 
Saturday,  when  your  daughter  is  to  sing  a  Turkish  hymn,  and  Miss  Haines 
from  India  will  appear  in  native  costume  and  give  a  short  address.  I  do  not 
think  Mathilde  has  l:»een  homesick  ;  if  she  has  been  it  was  only  for  a  few 
minutes,  for  when  she  remembers  that  slie  is  not  here  to  please  herself  she 
is  as  happy  as  ever.  She  is  a  dear  good  child,  and  a  favorite  with  everyone. 
.  .  .  With  two  other  students  she  will  have  cooking  duty  next  week,  and 
we  are  all  looking  forward  to  tasting  some  Turkish  food.  I  am  sure  she 
will  like  to  do  the  cooking  too." 

We  hear  good  reports  from  and  about  Araxie  Garabedian  in  Smyrna.  I 
had  a  letter  a  few  days  ago  from  one  of  my  old  pupils  at  the  other  end  of 
the  town,  who  with  her  husband  is  doing  good  work  in  the  schools  at 
Talas.  One  of  tliese  days  I  hope  to  have  plenty  of  time  to  write  to  all  the 
pupils  who  have  gone  out  from  us  and  are  engaged  in  work  here  and  there. 
Did  I  tell  you  that  Beatrice  is  now  living  in  Brousa,  and  not  very  far  from 
us?  She  has  matured  rapidly,  and  it  is  very  pleasant  to  see  the  gentle 
dignity  with  wliich  she  presides  over  the  little  home,  and  the  careful  way  in 
whicii  she  is  training  her  little  girlie. 

We  have  lately  had  a  flying  visit  from  Mr.  Favre,  from  Geneva,  who  is 
particularly  interested  in  our  orphanage  work.  He  had  been  absent  from 
his  home  four  months  visiting  all  the  stations  in  Turkey  where  the  Swiss 
committee  had  any  part  in  the  orphanages. 
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Religious  Work  in  Japan 

Miss  Gertrude  Cozad,  who  is  now  in  this  country  on  furlough,  wrote,  upon  her  re- 
turn, of  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Evangelistic  School  and  other  aspects  of  Christian 
work  in  Japan  : — 

One  of  the  interesting  things  about  the  opening  of  the  Woman's  Evangel- 
istic School  is  the  reports  of  the  work  of  the  students,  which  we  have  given 
at  our  Sabbath  afternoon  meetings  with  the  women.  Our  school  term  is 
only  seven  months,  and  each  student  during  the  five  months'  vacation  goes 
out  to  work  in  connection  with  some  church.  The  work  of  these  women  is 
not  preaching,  nor  holding  general  meetings,  though  I  know  of  many  who, 
indirectly,  often  unwittingly,  preach  most  effective  sermons  to  the  honorable 
brethren,  who  would  have  scorned  to  listen  if  there  was  any  evident  preach- 
ment about  it.  They  hold  women's  meetings,  often  organizing  women's 
societies,  which  meet  on  a  week  day  for  Bible  study  and  for  working  for 
benevolent  purposes.  They  have  usually  a  Bible  class  on  the  Sabbath  for 
adults,  and  besides  that  have  a  Sabbath  school  for  children,  while  house-to- 
house  calling,  as  there  is  opportunity,  is  an  important  part  of  tlieir  work. 
The  idea  of  the  Sabbath  school  is  new  to  the  people  of  the  village  or  town, 
and  inducements  have  to  be  offered  to  get  the  children  to  come  in.  I  am 
always  glad  to  have  cards  sent  to  me,  to  be  given  to  our  women  who  are 
doing  such  Sabbatli-school  work.  They  paste  the  pictures  on  paper  on 
which  the  lesson  subject  and  golden  text  are  written.  Good  advertisement 
cards,  or  old  Christmas  cards,  if  clean  and  nice,  are  very  acceptable,  and  it 
any  will,  during  the  coming  year,  send  them  to  me  at  22  Knox  Street,  Cleve- 
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land,  Ohio,  I  shall  be  glad  of  them.  After  this  year,  if  sent  to  Mr.  Swett, 
Congregational  House,  Boston,  he  will  send  them  to  me. 

I  consider  these  many  Sabbath  schools,  which  are  being  conducted  over 
the  length  and  breadth  of  Japan,  one  of  the  most  potent  influences  for  Christ. 
Sometimes  it  seems  very  discouraging  and  almost  useless.  The  children 
change,  or  they  are  unruly,  or  you  can't  see  any  direct  results,  but  so  many 
people,  when  they  become  Christians,  say  the  beginning  was  back  in  tlie 
little  Sabbath  school.  Prejudice  is  broken,  and  they  get  a  taste  of  Christian 
teaciiing.  For  years  they  may  drift  away,  or  may  scorn  the  teaching,  but  the 
seed  is  in  the  heart,  and  it  is  bound  to  grow  when  the  time  for  it  comes.  It 
has  been  many  years  since  the  work  at  large  in  Japan  has  been  so  hopeful 
and  interesting  as  it  has  been  for  two  years  past. 

I  hesitate  to  speak  of  this  special  interest.  It  is  hard  to  tell  just  what  are 
the  results  of  the  great  evangelistic  movement  of  the  past  two  years.  Still, 
though  the  discouragements  must  be  great,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  spirit 
of  God  is  moving  mightily  throughout  Japan. 


Missionary  work  is  a  necessity  of  Christian  life  ;  you  cannot  escape  from 
it.  Andrew  calleth  Simon,  Philip  bringeth  Bartholomew,  the  woman  at 
the  well  says,  "  Come,  see  the  man  that  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did." 

You  longed  tliat  your  child  should  know  Christ  when  the  light  of  his 
glory  broke  upon  your  life.  You  began  to  be  a  missionary  for  your  Father, 
dear  child,  when  the  Christ  found  you.  It  is  atways  so.  Hear  me — the 
first  conscious  thrill  of  the  -divine  life  in  the  soul  of  a  man  is  a  missionary 
passion  born  from  above.  My  life  moves  out  towards  some  one  else.  The 
life  I  live  as  a  Christian  man  is  God's  life.  God's  life  is  a  life  of  compas- 
sion ;  it  is  in  the  nature  of  God  that  the  atonement  lies  and  was  necessary, 
and  all  new-born  men  and  women  want  to  help  some  one  else.  You  say,  I 
cannot  say  that  I  do.  Then  you  are  not  a  Christian,  and  I  make  no  apology 
for  saying  so.  If  you  have  no  compassion  for  the  lost,  no  care  for  the  per- 
ishing, no  tears  for  the.weak  and  wounded  and  the  weary  upon  the  highway, 
canst  thou  call  thyself  Christian?  "  If  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ 
he  is  none  of  His."  I  repeat  that  Christian  life  necessitates  missionary  work. 
You  cannot  help  loving,  caring  for,  going  to,  the  lost  if  there  be  within  you 
the  love  of  God.  Therefore  I  want  to  say  just  at  this  point,  that  if  you  find 
you  have  no  interest  in  missionary  work,  before  you  criticise  it  go  to  some 
quiet  place  of  soul  communion  witli  God  and  let  him  criticise  you,  and  you 
will  discover  that  somehow  or  somewhere,  even  if  that  life  was  there,  it  has 
become  extinguished.  For  your  own  soul's  safety  test  your  relationship  to 
God  by  your  interest  in  this  great  work. — J^ev.  G.  Campbell  Morgan* 
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The  Rahuri  Girls'  Scl^ool,  India 

BY  MRS.  JOSEPHINE  L.  BALLANTINE 

There  are  at  present  on  the  rolls  of  the  school  about  seventy-five  girls.  I 
do  not  give  this  number  as  absolutely  exact  because  it  is  all  the  time  chang- 
ing, owing  to  girls  being  promoted  to  the  Ahmednagar  High  School,  and 
to  new  girls  from  the  village  schools  being  taken  in. 

The  girls  are  nicely  graded,  and  are  all  the  way  from  the  primary  to 
grammar  grades.  The  smallest  children  are  taught  much  after  kindergarten 
methods — singing  motion  songs,  w^hich  they  delight  in,  and  learning  easy 
lessons  from  objects  and  charts.  They  are  sweet,  interesting  children,  and 
well  worth  all  the  labor  spent  on  them.  All  classes  above  the  primary  are 
inspected  annually  by  a  government  inspector,  and  government  grants  to  the 
school  depend  upon  his  report  as  well  as  promotions  from  class  to  class. 

The  school  has  grown  so  fast  that  the  schoolhouse  is  never  large  enougli, 
and  some  classes  come  to  tlie  bungalow  veranda  to  recite.  Schools  have 
grown  to  be  the  most  important  work  of  the  large  Raluiri  district,  and  out 
of  every  ten  dollars  spent  for  work  there,  nine  dollars  is  spent  on  the  chil- 
dren. Work  for  children  starts  in  the  village  school,  where  little  half  naked 
tots  sit  on  the  floor  and  learn  to  make  the  strange  Marathi  letters  on  a 
broken  piece  of  slate  with  an  almost  invisible  pencil,  and  sing  the  multipli- 
cation tables  as  loudly  as  they  can.  When  we  know  that  some  of  them  will 
surely  be  the  pastors  and  teachers  and  Bible  women  of  the  future,  we  are 
anxious  that  they  should  be  well  taught. 

Almost  all  these  children  are  very  poor,  more  so  than  you  can  well  imag- 
ine;  but  the  Hindus  are  a  patient  and  gentle  people,  and  take  their  hard- 
ships with  little  complaint.  They  need  not  only  Christianity  to  help  them 
on,  but  the  knowledge  of  some  good  trade  to  live  by  and  to  better  their 
material  condition.  They  will  then  be  able  to  support  their  own  institu- 
tions, but  in  their  present  poverty  we  often  feel  that  they  are  doing  too 
much  already. 

In  our  schools  now  the  pupils  think  little  of  caste — a  high  caste  and  low 
caste  pupil  often  read  from  the  same  book,  holding  it  together.  Some  years 
ago  the  low  caste  child  would  have  been  mobbed  and  perhaps  killed  if  he 
had  attempted  to  do  such  a  thing. 

The  Bible  is  carefully  taught  every  day  in  all  the  mission  schools.  Every 
one  of  these  children  is  getting  new  life,  and  in  place  of  the  mere  existence 
which  has  contented  their  parents  they  are  filled  with  ambitions  and  hopes, 
we  might  call  tliem  ideals,  which  will  lift  them  up  out  of  the  old  Hindu  life 
into  the  light  and  love  of  Christ. 

This  season  of  the  year  is  a  good  one  for  study,  and  the  children  have 
made  good  progress.  The  girls'  school  for  the  first  time  has  had  a  head 
master  instead  of  a  mistress,  and  the  change  has  worked  well  thus  far. 
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Report  of  tlie  Ponape  Mission  under  the 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  continuous  building  and  improving  of  mis- 
sion property.  The  girls'  school  building,  now  completed,  is  a  two-story 
frame  structure  of  twenty-one  rooms.  This  building  is  a  home  for  girls, 
where  they  receive  their  lodging,  food,  clothing.  Periodic  visits  are  per- 
mitted for  a  limited  time,  but  the  purpose  of  the  school  is  to  keep  the  girls 
in  a  healthful,  homelike  environment  until  fixed  habits  of  neatness,  industry 
and  purity  are  acquired.  The  girls  are  taught  sewing,  cooking  and  general 
housework,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  music  and  geography  ; 
all  teaching  is  done  in  the  vernacular.  A  beginning  has  been  made  in  the 
teaching  of  German.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  two  lady  missionaries  in  charge 
of  this  school  to  develop  Christian  character  in  the  girls  sufficient  to  provide 
for  the  coming  teachers  of  these  islands  wives  that  will  be  true  and  helpful. 
There  are  twenty-five  girls  now  enrolled  at  Ponlon. 

On  the  hill  "  Kitietik,"  which  overlooks  the  sea,  has  been  built  a  mission 
residence.  The  boys'  schoolroom  is  in  the  rear  of  this  building.  There  is 
another  room  in  the  main  part  exclusively  for  the  boys.  It  is  provided  with 
a  large  reading  table,  benches,  books,  papers,  games  and  an  organ  ;  the  boys 
spend  their  evenings  here  as  well  as  much  of  their  spare  time  during  the 
day.  We  have  four  other  houses  belonging  to  the  mission.  We  hope  to 
build  two  small  houses  the  coming  year  for  the  married  couples  that  are  in 
school. 

Much  has  been  done  in  improving  the  land  for  both  pasturing  and  farm- 
ing. We  have  our  breadfruit,  yam,  bananas,  cocoanuts,  papayas,  pineapples, 
mangoes  and  sugar  cane  in  increasing  quantities,  so  that,  it  is  hoped,  in  food 
supplies  the  school  will  soon  be  self-supporting.  The  boys  are  provided 
with  clothing,  food,  quarters,  books,  etc.  from  mission  funds.  They  are  ex- 
pected to  work  four  hours  a  day  at  manual  labor.  There  are  twenty-one 
enrolled  in  tliis  school. 

During  the  year  six  sessions  of  school  are  held  of  six  weeks  each.  The 
central  object  of  all  education  in  this  school  is  to  fit  men  to  teach  the  gospel 
story  and  to  live  lives  worthy  of  it.  Boys  are  carefully  chosen  with  this  ob- 
ject in  view.  Those  that  prove  themselves  unfit  for  teachers  and  ministers 
by  their  inability  or  immorality  are  dismissed.    The  study  of  German  has 
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been  added  to  the  course  ;  though  taken  at  so  great  disadvantage,  the  boys 
give  promise  of  making  good  progress.  The  American  Board  has  been  re- 
quested to  appoint  to  this  v^^ork  a  German  missionary,  which  we  hope  can 
soon  be  done. 

The  islands  of  Pingelap,  Mokil,  Ngatic  and  Nnkuor,  have  been  visited 
this  year.  Nukuor  is  a  new  station*  A  Christian  ceremony  had  never  been 
performed  on  the  island.  Having  opened  a  school  there,  all  of  the  islands 
connected  with  the  Ponape  Mission  now  have  day  schools.  We  have  two 
boys  from  each  of  these  islands  in  the  Ponape  Training  School,  and  two 
girls  from  each  in  the  girls'  school.  Pingelap  has  two  schools,  there  being 
too  many  children  to  work  to  an  advantage  in  one.  All  that  we  can  say  for 
these  schools  as  yet  is  that  the  children  learn  to  read  and  write  a  little. 

In  Ponape  evangelistic  efforts  have  been  made  in  most  of  the  little  settle- 
ments of  Metalanim  and  Kiti,  the  names  of  the  two  largest  tribes  on  the 
island.  Seventy-six  persons  stated  that  they  desired  to  be  Christians.  These 
same  places  are  to  be  visited  again  in  June,  when  those  ready  for  it  are  to  be 
baptized  and  received  into  church  fellowship.  A  new  church  building  is  in 
progress  of  construction  at  Japalap.  A  day  school  has  been  opened  at  U. 
More  schools  should  be  opened  were  suitable  teachers  obtainable.  The 
church  life  has  gained  an  activity  in  the  past  year  that  gives  much  encourage- 
ment for  greater  growth  during  the  one  before  us.  We  are  grateful  for  the 
kind  interest  and  sympathy  shown  to  us  in  our  efforts  to  help  these  people  to 
a  higher  moral  and  spiritual  life  as  well  as  intellectual. 


From  Miss  Stella  M.  Loughiridge 

Talas,  Turkey  in  Asia,  Nov.  21,  1903. 

I  AM  glad  to  report  the  station  in  good  health,  though  Dr.  Dodd's  children 
had  an  attack  of  diphtheria  a  few  weeks  ago.  Miss  D wight,  whose  health 
was  not  good  last  spring,  has  grown  steadily  stronger,  and  is  bearing  up 
surprisingly  under  her  work  and  responsibilities. 

Our  housekeeper,  a  very  valuable  woman,  left  us  this  fall  to  go  to  America. 
Miss  Dwight  has  taken  charge  of  the  housekeeping.  Her  early  life  in 
Constantinople  is  proving  of  great  help  to  her.  She  uses  the  language  with 
considerable  ease,  and  knov^'s  the  ways  and  customs  of  the  people. 

Miss  Orvis,  too,  is  making  rapid  strides  in  the  language.  She  is  an  inde- 
fatigable worker,  and  is  willing  to  use  what  language  she  has,  and  so  im- 
proves rapidly.  Not  long  ago  she  led  a  Christian  Endeavor  meeting  in 
Turkish.  She,  too,  is  teaching  two  or  three  classes  every  day  in  the  school, 
and  has  charge  of  the  sewing  classes. 
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Our  school  this  year  is  about  the  same  in  size  as  last  year.  There  are 
more  boarders  but  fewer  day  scholars,  making  the  total  the  same.  We  feel 
that  an  increase  in  the  boarders  is  a  decided  advance,  for  it  is  with  the  girls 
who  make  the  school  their  home  that  our  most  lasting  work  can  be  done. 

The  average  amount  paid  in  tuition  this  year  is  much  higher  tlian  tliat  of 
last  year,  and  that  was  considerably  higher  than  the  year  before.  This 
demand  for  higher  tuition  will  keep  the  number  down  for  a  few  years,  but 
the  missionaries  feel  that  the  quality  of  material  which  we  get  to  work  upon 
is  much  better  now,  and  that  the  girls  and  their  parents  will  be  much  more 
appreciative  of  their  privileges  than  they  wtjuld  be  if  tliey  had  to  make  no 
sacrifice. 

It  seems  an  Oriental  custom  that  no  matter  what  the  ability  of  a  man,  he 
must  always  receive  a  reduction  in  the  price  first  demanded.  Two  or  three 
girls  were  kept  out  of  school  for  several  weeks  in  the  hope  that  the  reduction 
would  be  made.  When  parents  saw  that  we  were  firm  they  sent  the  girls 
and  now  seem  perfectly  satisfied  to  pay  what  we  ask.  Our  girls  are  work- 
ing hard  this  year  and  seem  more  in  earnest  than  they  did. 

We  are  having  several  classes  taught  this  year  by  our  senior  girls,  thereby 
saving  in  expense  for  teachers  and  affording  an  opportunity  for  our  girls  to 
gain  experience  in  teaching  under  direction  of  the  teachers.  They  appreciate 
it  and  are  happy  to  do  it.  Three  of  them  are  helping  to  pay  their  tuition  by 
this  means.  We  are  anxious  to  find  ways  by  which  girls  can  work  out  a 
part  of  this  expense  when  they  are  not  able  to  pay.  We  have  set  one  girl 
at  the  homely  task  of  mending  our  stockings,  and  she  seems  so  happy  and 
contented  to  be  doing  something  for  us.  Anotlier  girl  gets  our  breakfasts 
and  washes  the  dislies,  and  three  others  make  the  fires  and  attend  to  them 
throughout  the  day.  We  hope  by  this  means  to  be  more  economical  of 
wood,  which  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  very  precious. 

We  expect  to  welcome  Mr.  Fowle  back  to  our  station  this  week,  and  also 
two  new  missionaries,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin.    We  need  them  very  much. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Mts.  J.  P. 
iMcNaugl^ton 

Smyrna,  Turkey,  Dec.  8,  1903. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  you  what  I  can  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Bible  women  in  the  Smyrna  field. 

Maritza  Hanum  (Hanum  means  Mrs.)  has  been  longest  in  the  field. 
Smyrna,  as  you  know,  is  a  large  and  busy  city.    Many  persons  come  here 
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from  the  interior  cities  in  search  of  work.  Many  are  disappointed,  and  find 
themselves  worse  off  than  in  their  interior  homes,  as  living  is  high  and  work 
rather  hard  to  find.  Some  have  settled  down  and  are  making  homes  ;  others 
drift  oft' to  America  ;  a  few  go  back  again  to  their  native  cities.  As  Maritza 
Hanum  is  herself  a  native  of  Cesarea  she  knows  a  great  many  of  these  strangers, 
and  understands  their  trials,  and  can  be  a  real  help  and  comfort  to  them. 
She  is  especially  kind  where  there  is  sickness  or  trouble  of  any  kind. 

The  weekly  prayer  meeting  of  the  Armenian  women  of  our  Protestant 
congregation  is  often  conducted  by  her,  and  her  words  are  always  earnest 
and  helpful.  The  last  time  I  was  present  the  subject  chosen  was  prayer, 
and  she  especially  urged  the  women  to  present  definite  petitions  and  wait  for 
God's  answer,  feeling  sure  that  it  will  come. 

This  winter  we  are  trying  the  plan  of  holding  the  weekly  meetings  in  the 
houses  of  the  members.  It  seems  to  give  new  interest  and  spirit  to  the 
meetings. 

Maritza  Hanum  was  obliged  to  undergo  an  operation  this  fall,  and  was  in 
the  hospital  for  about  three  weeks.  She  is  well  again,  but  is  obliged  to  be 
somewhat  careful  about  going  about  in  wet  weather.  She  would  wish  me 
to  give  her  love  to  all  of  those  who  are  interested  in  lier  work,  and  ask  for 
their  earnest  prayers.  Last  winter  she  spent  in  Afion  Kara  Hissar.  This 
is  a  large  interior  city  where  we  have  a  work,  and  where  the  interest  in  the 
truth  is  very  marked.  Maritza  Hanum  is  very  much  beloved  by  the  people 
there.  A  year  ago  last  August  a  terrible  fire  devastated  the  place,  sweeping 
away  about  eight  hundred  houses  of  the  Armenians  and  three  hundred  of 
the  Turks.  The  suffering  was  very  great.  The  government  gave  the  desti- 
tute people  rooms  in  three  large  khans.  All  winter  Maritza  Hanum  went 
about  among  the  poor.  We  were  able  to  send  considerable  help,  as  friends 
at  home  were  generous  in  their  contributions,  and  the  native  churches  of 
Turkey  also  sent  help. 

Mr.  McNaughton  and  I  visited  the  city  in  February  last,  and  were  much 
impressed  by  the  good  work  she  and  the  pastor  and  his  wife  were  doing. 
They  were  very  anxious  to  have  her  again  this  winter,  but  the  need  in 
Smyrna  was  very  great,  and  it  was  tliought  best  to  have  her  remain  here. 
Her  illness  would  make  it  impossible  for  her  to  endure  the  severe  winter  and 
the  storms  of  the  interior,  but  it  may  be  best  for  her  to  go  at  a  later  day. 

Maritza  Hanum's  father  was  a  priest,  and  she  has  relatives  among  the 
wealthy  class,  who  think  it  a  disgrace  to  work  for  Christ  as  she  does,  going 
from  house  to  house  no  matter  how  poor.  She  has  suffered  all  kinds  of  per- 
secution and  reviling,  and  every  attempt  has  been  made  to  turn  her  from  her 
purpose  to  work  for  Christ.  Her  relatives  have  urged  her  to  make  her  home 
with  them  and  give  up  the  work,  but  she  refuses.  She  has  a  Sunday-school 
class  of  boys  every  Sunday,  and  has  a  very  good  influence  over  them.  Thus 
you  see  her  work  is  very  varied. 
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The  name  of  the  Bible  woman  in  Bourdour,  a  city  in  the  interior,  is 
Oriote  Zumroot  (Oriote  means  Miss).  She  came  from  Oorfa  to  supply  the 
need  in  Afion  Kara  Hissar,  but  it  was  thought  best  to  transfer  her  to  Bour- 
dour, where  the  need  was  very  great.  She  seemed  to  work  better  with  the 
pastor  there. 

The  work  in  Bourdour  has  had  a  very  interesting  history.  It  has  grown 
in  the  face  of  great  opposition  from  the  government  and  from  the  native 
Greek  and  Armenian  Christians.  Some  years  ago  money  for  a  building  was 
raised.  The  Bartletts  were  spending  the  summer  in  Bourdour  while  the 
work  was  going  on.  They  suffered  every  annoyance  and  finally  the  build- 
ing was  burned  to  the  ground,  but  an  indemnity  was  obtained  and  another 
building  erected. 

The  pastor  is  a  godly  man  and  his  influence  is  most  marked.  He 
told  us  when  we  were  last  there  that  there  was  a  great  change  in  the  city  in 
the  matter  of  keeping  the  Sabbath,  and  in  drunkenness,  which  used  to  be 
very  common.  One  of  the  most  earnest  Protestants  is  a  reclaimed  drunkard 
who  repented  through  the  efforts  of  the  pastor.  He  is  a  wealthy  man  and 
has  a  good  deal  of  influence. 

Tl^e  Bible  woman  goes  in  and  out  among  the  homes,  reading  and  pray- 
ing with  the  women,  teaching  some  to  read,  holding  prayer  meetings  and 
Sunday  school.  A  recent  letter  tells  of  much  destitution  and  poverty 
among  the  people.  I  was  able  to  get  together  a  bundle  of  garments  to  send 
for  distribution.  I  also  sent  Sunday  school  cards  for  the  children,  and 
some  pictures  to  be  given  to  the  school  children  at  Christmas. 

The  pastor's  daughter  has  a  little  school  and  wishes  to  do  something  to 
make  their  Christmas  bright.  They  have  so  little  in  their  homes  that  a 
card  is  a  great  treasure.  About  a  year  ago  we  visited  the  city,  and  the  Bible 
woman  and  I  made  many  calls  together.  Everywhere  we  went  I  saw  how 
strong  her  influence  was  and  what  a  good  work  she  was  doing. 

She  writes  that  many  homes  are  open  to  her  and  that  she  is  not  able  to 
answer  all  the  calls  that  come.  I  hope  the  friends  will  remember  her  in 
their  prayers. 
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Rkckipts  from  December 


Illinois   1,612  16 

Indiana   22  15 

Iowa   284  75 

Kansas   82  34 

Michigan   328  20 

JIlNNHSOTA   434  77 

Missouri   328  19 

Nebraska   56  72 

North  Dakota   60  35 

Ohio   383  no 

SucjTH  Dakota   32  61 

Wisconsin   211  11 

Kentucky   2  00 

T£NN£S8£S1   3  75 


10, 1903  to  January  10, 1904 

Texas   5  00 

.Miscellaneous   25  00 

flpcftipta  for  the  month        .      .      .  53,872  10 
Previously  acknowledged,  less  cor- 
rection   3,680  58 

Total  since  October,  1903     .      .      .  §7,552  68 

additional  donations  for  special  objects. 

Receipts  for  tlie  month       .      .      .  $19  80 

Previously  acknowledged    ...  68  55 

Total  since  October,  1903     ...  $88  35 


Miss  Flora  Starr,  Ass't  Treas. 


